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| T HE Author of the following Treatiſe 
begs Leave to inform the Reader, That 
the Reaſon of his compoſing it, and ſending it 
into the world, is the daily View which He bas 
of God's people living in the greateſt Ignorance, 
and the frequent View which He has of their 
dying in the ſame, He hopes that ſome Souls, 
now on the broad Road to Deſtruction through 
Ignorance, may be turned into the narrow Way 
of Life through the Attainment of Knowledge. 
Then we ſhall not ſee ſo many dying like Ne- 
otius,* | : ; 
As the Author truſts that the preſent work 
was wrought under the influence of God's teach- 
ing Spirit, and by the Rule of his unerring 
word, ſo He earneſtly recommends it to God for 
bis continued Bleſſing on the Reader; praying, 
that it may be an Inſtrument in God's Hand of 
turning Him from darkneſs to Light, if now in 
the dark ; of flrengthening Him, if He be in 
8 | 


* See his Character and dying State at Page 23—25. 
and his Epitaph at Page 36. | 
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MEXKE runs we ſhould be 8 alarm 
ö M A ed d, in 7 theſe words: That 
we ſhould, like the Virgins, when at 
KEEN midnight there was a mg made, “Be- 
ce” hold, the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him ** be _ up to the inſtant trim 
ming of our la 
Hear the Won of the obs” This is the 
introduQory Call that uſhers in what is ſpoken. 
in this chapter. The Loxp Gop, my brethren, 
ſpake theſe words: Does Gop ſpeak ? Then 
Man ſhould be all attention. Speak Lord, 
« for thy ſervant heareth,” ſhould be the lan- 
guage of our ſubmiſhve hearts. He that hath 


ears to hear, let him hear, Is it God's ſolemn 


charge to his prophet, Sox of man, all my words 
oa I 8 * unto thee, receive in thy heart, 
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and bear them with thy ears? Let the ſame ſay- 
ing then fink equally down into your eats : 
Take heed hom ye her. 
But mark this: To, and of whom does Gd 
| ſpeak ? His people the children of Iſrael, Hear: 
the word of the Lord, ye children of-Iſrael. v. 1. 
My people are deſiroyed for lack of knowledge, v. 6. 
Let this be particularly noticed, Let this Cir- 
cumſtance awaken your attention. But the 
queſtion is, Who are God's people? We Chrif- 
tians. If real ones, then we are God's people 
of a truth; if but nominal, we are {till by pro- 
feſſion his. In our Church-prayers we all call 
ourſelves God's people. In either caſe God 1s 
the ſpeaker ; we are the hearers. And who are 
the children of 1ſracl? The Jews. They were. 
Who are? Chriſtians. Ve are, or ought to be, 
what. St. Paul calls all real Chriſtians, The- N 
Trae! of God. Gal. vi. 16, Chriſtians are the 
true Iſraelites,” To us God ſpeaks, whether 
we will hear, or whether we will forbear.- 
With awful attention let us each ſay, I will. 
&* hear what God the Lord will ſpeak concern- 
ä 3 
And what. does God ſpeak ? My people are 
deſtroyed —— Dread faying ! The people of 
God loft, periſhing, deſtroyed! © But deſtroyed, 
may ſome fay : © What! Does deſtruction come 
upon them? Upon us, us Chriſtians? What, 
Chriſtians deſtroyed? Chriſt is a Saviour: Chriſ- 
tians, in him, muſt be ſaved: and how can the 
ſaved be defiroyed? Tis a contradiction ; Tis 
an impoſſibility. No, no. The expreſſion con- 
tains no ſuch fearful matter. Let us not miſtake 
ai | God's 


God's meaning. Let us underſtand him aright. 


Let us be comforted ; and reaſon the cafe thus: 


God did indeed permit the deſtroying ſword to 
come amongſt his people Iſrael of old, and he 


may for wiſe reaſons permit ſome murderer to 
kill the bodies of bis people now, and after that 
they have no. mare than they can do : but he 
Will ſave our ſouls, God turneth man to de- 


ſtruction; and ſays, Return ye children of 


men.“ He delivers us only to ſatan for the de- 
ſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved 
in the day of the Lord Jeſus. I know that my 


Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the 


latter day upon the earth; and though after my 
{kin worms deſtroy. this body, yet in my fleſh 
ſhall I ſee God. Let us not then be dejected, 
but take courage. Strengthen ye the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that 
are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear not ; be- 
hold, your God will come with vengeance, even 

God with a recompence ; he will come and fave 

ou, Thus we are ſafe.” Poor people ! 
What miſerable arguing ! What deluſive reaſon- 
ing! What perverting, what reſting of ſcripture 


to your own deſtruction ! You, influenced by 


the tempting enemy, ſay, It is written. Let me 

anſwer, like the tempted Saviour, It is written 
again. Are not theſe the expreſs words of Scrip- 
ture, This is e eternal, that they might kcw 


« thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 


e thou has ſent ?” Fobr xvii. 3. Is life, not en- 
poral, but eternal, the iſſue of the k:5wwiedge of 
God! what then muſt be the deſtru ion that is 


conſequent to the /ack of that knowledge? Yet 
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this is the only cauſe of the deftruQion 
' ſpoken of by the prophet ; for let God Lui his | 
7 ens but full ſpeech : My people are deſtroyed = 
How ? Why? For what reafon ? — For lack of 
knowledge. O fooliſh ple, Did ever, or cal 
ever G00 take away in his anger the bogily life of 
his people becauſe they would not know him, 
and then raiſe their ſouls, departed without this 
knowledge, to life everlaſting? No. The de- 
ſtruction in ſuch caſe reaches body and ſoul. The 
ſou] is deſtroyed; and its deſtruction muſt be like 
itſelf, in proportion to its own nature, eternal alſo. 
This implies puniſhment, pain, and torture ; all 
infinite in quality and quantity. This dire de- 
ſtruction paſſes human comprehenſion. Horrible 
to tell: how much more horrible to feel ! Hear it 
again! The ſeal is deſtroyed. —— But what does 
God mean by lack of i ? It is, as if he 
had faid, * My people do not know me: They 
have no knowledge of what I am, what I have 
been, and what I am doing, what I ſay, what 
I require, what I have promiſed to them, what 
1 have threatened againſt them. And becauſc 
they know me not, they love me not, ſerve me 
not, care for me not, and live without me in 
the world. And they know not their own 
ſelves. Not to know me argues themſelves un- 
known. They ſee not what they are, what 
their nature is, what their heart is; how they 
ſtand at a diſtance from, or againſt me ; nor 
how they are to return to me. They have none 
of this knowledge of themſelves. They are 
born ignorant, live ignorant, and die ignorant. 
My People are — for lack of knowledge.” 
Hear 


8:4: -. 

Hear ye people of God, ye who profeſs and call 
yourſelves Chriſtians, and yet lack knowledge; 
you are eternally deſtroyed. Deſtruction of 
body and ſoul in hell is upon you. I dread the 
farther proof of this in the ſequel, Hereafter, 
before we have done, twill appear too unde- 
niable evident, I fear. I could wiſh I might 

_ pray to God that I might never prove this. 

But I muſt not pray to God to prove any thing 

which is not the truth, or againſt it. I cannot 
prove God a liar. Let God be true, but every 
man a liar. Gladly ſhould I be proved one. 
« Deſirous as I am of ſpeaking the truth, here 
I ſhall rejoice to. be convicted of falſhood.“ 
But I myſelf deſire to prove nothing. From all 
blindneſs of heart; from pride, vain- glory, and 
hypocriſy; from envy, hatred, and malice, and 
all uncharitableneſs ; and from all falſe doctrine, 
may the good Lord deliver me, May he in- 
ſpire me with himſelf; his own will, temper, 
and ſpirit ; and let the divine inſpiration breathe 
out the divine glory. Let the ſalvation of im- 
mortal ſouls, which are now daily periſhing 
around us for lack of knowledge, urge me on 
in the handling of this point. And let the caſe 
be determined, as far as poſſible, by reaſoning 
with a Chriſtian ſpirit upon God's infallible. 
Book. What cannot now be ſettled, to the 
conviction of all parties, muſt be left to the day 
of trial at God's bar, when the determination 
will be final: To that awful day, when I muſt_ 
_ anſwer for having ſpoken, and you for having 
heard theſe things. Oh that both ſpeaker and 

pps iy OP RE,” hearer 


C 6 3 
hearer may give up their accounts with joy, and 
not with grief! 5 

I have now but to beg, your patient hearing. 
to entreat your candid atiention. If you will 
give me your cars, you fhall have my mouth, 
my head, and my heart. Hear ye, and give 
ear; be not proud; for the Lord hath ſpoken. 
Incline your ear, and come unto him; hear, 
and your ſoul ſhall live. But if ye will not 
hear, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for 
your pride; and mine eyes ſhall weep fore, and 
run down with tears. Let me remind you, 
that you are not at liberty to refuſe attention, or 
to give it, as is moſt pleafing to your own car- 
nal felf-will, No: If you hear not theſe words, 
vou have no part or lot in the matter of falvation 

by them. Your hearing or not hearing will 
ſhew whoſe you are, and to whom you belong. 
And take with you theſe Scriptures. Jobn viii. 
47. He that is of God heareth God's words : 
Ye therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are not 
of God. 1 John iv. 6. He that knoweth God, 
| heareth us: He that is not of God heareth not us. 
Hereby know we the ſpirit of truth, and the 
ſpirit of error. Jobn xvili. 37. Every one that 
is of the truth, ſays the Saviour, heateth my 
voice. Jobn xiv. 24. He that loveth me not, 
keepeth nct my ſayings. You ſee, that you are 
as much concerned in the hearing, as I am in 
the ſpeaking of God's word, „ 
Thus prepared, myſelf for ſpeaking, and you 
for hearing, we will take occaſion from theſe. 
words, more largely, to obſerve 


I. That 


1 


* That there is amongſt God's ( profeſſing) 


people great ignorance in religious matters, and 
want ot f piricual divine nn. 


u. That the conſequence of this i is fatal : it 

ends i in the deſtruction of the foul: the ſoul of. 
the people is deftroyed. | 
When theſe onions are made good from 
God's word ; and confirmed, as far as the caſe 
will admit, by an appeal to experience and mat- 
ter of fact, we will then 


II. Propoſe the ways and means. to . 
this deſtruction. 7 


I. To be nent and lack divine know- 
ledge, is natural, We were created in God's 
image; and conſequently had, in that firſt cre- 

ation, the knowledge of God. When by fin 
ve fell from God, this divine knowledge was 
loſt. And as long as we do not put on the 
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created us; ſo long 
ve are bewildered and overwhelmed. in a ſin- 

ful ſtate of blindneſs and ignorance. St. Paul, 
proving the univerſal corruption of all mankind 
from the Old Teſtament, ſays, There is none 
© that underflandeth. Rom. iii. 11. The way of 
peace. have they not known. ver. 17. And alle. 
where he Jeſcrives the unconverted, as having 
the underſlanding darkened, being alienated rom 
the Life of God, through the ignorance that is 
in them A j rage of the 3 of therr heart. 
Epheſ. 


E !- (8 «3 
Epheſ. iv. 18. We are not to confine this fad : 
— to the caſe of any peculiar people 
there ſpoken of; for tis our own ſtate, the ſtate 
of every one by nature. The fame Apoſtle 
ſays, i is grnerel, terms, The natural man receiv- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they 
are fookſhneſi unto him - oaks can be know _ 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1. Cor. ii. 
> The finful language of our rebellious hearts 
| God is, Depart from us, for we deſire net the 
knowledge of thy woays : What is the. Almighty 
that ve ſhould ſerve him? Or what profit ſhould 
ave have if we pray unto bim? Job xxi. 14. 15. 
This then being our caſe by nature, are we re- 
covered from it? A light it is true, is come 
into the world, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not FIRE in darkneſs : But have we pro- 
ted by that light? Can it be ſaid of us, ye 
were darkneſs, but are now light in the Lord ?”” 
We indeed, the profeſſing people of God in 
this enlightened Land, readily enough ſpeak of 
the ignorance of our — in heathen- 
iſh kingdoms ; and (like ſome travellers into 
foreign countries, who have a better knowledge 
of them than their own) can give a better ac- 
count of their ignorance abroad than of our own 
ſtate of knowledge at home. Being born and 
bred in this Chriſtian country, being deſcended 
from Chriſtian parents, and being received by 
baptiſm in our infancy into the congregation of 
_ Chriſt's flock, thinking that we ſee ſome of 
that flock living all around and amongſt us, we 
are apt to look upon ourſelves as a knowin 
2 ſaying (on the ſtrength merely of theſe 
cir- 


” 1 — mn N _ a 1 a * *** * J 4 4 1 a 
, 
* - » 
& 
”Y 1 
* 
* 


circumſtances, © ſurely this is a wiſe and un- 
& derſtanding*people.; God hath not dealt fo 
Le with other nations; neither hade the heathen 
knowledge of his Laws,” This is the lan- 
guage of our proud, ſelf- conceited hearts. But 
I fear upon trial it will be found, that the ge- 
nerality and bulk of our own Chriſtian ſelves are 
as ignorant of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as it 
is the power of God to ſalvation, in the ſoul, 
as thoſe who never heard it's joyful ſound. Let 
matter of fact ſpeak upon a fair enquiry. Let 
God's profeſſing people be examined; and 
their want of divine knowledge will be flagrantly 
evident. This then is the propoſition to be 
laid down: That the majority of our own 
chriſtian countrymen are ignorant of all ſaving 
power in the Goſpel- ſcheme of redemption by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; yea, as ignorant as the heathens, 
Let us appeal to experience and matter of 
fact; and, to make the caſe as plain as poſſible, 
we wlll repreſent it in ſome ſuppoſed characters 
and feigned names” 
Jeſus Chriſt has plainly and expreſſly aſſerted 
in his infallible Word, That except a man 
be born again, of water and the ſpirit, be can- 
not ſee, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
John ui. 3. 5. Now aſk Julius, What be- 
ing born again is? And whether he bimfelf 
is born again? And what does He fay ? Tis 
painfully curious to obſerve, in what a variety 
of ways He is labouring for an anſwer ; and 
how many different methods He has of coming 
off from the Queſtion. At one time Julius 
ſeemsto know not what you mean: He is rather 
„ ä amazed 
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amazed and perplexed; being at a loſs to 
make any anſwer which is intelligible. At 
another time, Julius would explain away the 
whole reality of this eſſential work, by obſerv- 
ing, that it is figurative language ; that the 
Eaſterns dealt in high metaphors; and that 
when a rational interpretation is given of the 
new birth, it means only reforming a man's 
life by the power of his own virtuous reſolutions. . 
But when it is preſſed 11 him, that the 
children of God are expreſlly ſaid to be born — 
not of the Will of man, but of God; that they 
are God's workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good works; and muſt be renewed in 
the ſpirit of cheir minds. John i. 12. 13. 
Epheſ. ii. 10. iv. 23. Why then Julius 
pretends to be ſatisfied in this caſe; becauſe, 
whatever the words mean, he was, he fays, 
born again by being baptized in his infancy. 
His life is directly inconfiftent with, and 
contrary to the Scripture (Which are the only 
true) evidences of being born again: And yet 
he ſeems ſatisfied in taking it for granted that 
he was regenerated at the font. Whether he 
is regenerated now, and what is preſent ſtate is 
with regard to the experimental knowledge of 
. regeneration in his heart, and the fruits of it 
in his Life, he knows not, heeds not, nor 
ee after. He ſays, He was; ; and there- | 
fore concludes he is, born again of the ſpirit. 
At another time, Julius affects to ridicule the 
doctrine of the new Birth, as unintelligible 
nonſenſe ; and preſently after, with a ſpirit of 


anger, reſentment, e, and diſſatis- 
fiedneſs 


Y 11 | 
fedneſs in his own mind, talks againſt inward | 
Feelings,” &c. The Salvation of Julius's Soul 
depends upon his being born again; and ſuch 
is l knowledge of it. 

90 1 he ſame Jeſus Chriſt 490 Except ye be 
canverted, and become 4s little children, ye ſi all 
not enter into the kingdom of dawn. Mat. 


- _ xvii. 3. Aﬀk Flatus what converſion is? And 


to give ſome account of his own converſion ; 
that we may know what his Experience is, as 
a converted Chriſtian. Platus tries to evade the 
anſwer ; he would ſeem as if he did not hear. 

He would ſhift off the diſcourſe to ſome other 
ſubject. His ignorance flathes him in the 
face; and his inexperience confounds him. 
The truth is, He is no more able to give a 
ſatisfactory anſwer than to read a chapter in the 
Bible ae an unknown tongue. Yet this man 
— thinkshimſelfa Chriſtian, We will try this 
in the caſe of Flavia. ; 

St. Paul diſcribes the christen i. in this man- 
ner: If any man be in Cbrili, he is a new 
Creature: Old things are paſt away; behold, 
all things are become new. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Now aſk this woman. whether ſhe is thus in 

Chriſt? And whether ſhe has found by ex- 
perience, That in her heart and life old things 
are paſt away, and that all things are become 
den! Flavia ſays, Why I don't know what 

« you mean by being in Chriſt ; but 1 hope 
« we are all Chriſtians, are we not ? We in 
e this country are born and bred Chriſtians.” 
She takes it for granted, as a thing of courſe, 
that not only ſhe herſelf, but that every one of 


C 2 her 


1 

her neighbours is a chriſtian. Flavia never 
troubles her head about enquiring, Whether 
ſhe has put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful luſts, and put on 
the new man which, after God, is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Epbeſ. iv. 22. 24. 
Whether in her temper, life, and converfation 
the anſwers the ws ch character of real 
chriſtians; but ſuppoſes ſhe is one, becauſe ſhe 
ſuppoſes all are ſo, one as well as another. As 
to her being, in her preſent ſituation, an expe- 
rienced convert to, and a holy follower of 
Chriſt, ſhe knows nothing about the matter; 
and if ſhe ſpeaks about it, only ſhews her igno-- 
rance the more: She knows as much about a 
new creation in her foul by the workmanſhip 
of God, as ſhe does of a new creation in her 
body. Yet ſhe thinks herſelf in the right, and 
_ doubts not her ſafety in Chriſtianity. Flavia 
is a Chriſtian in her own, but not a new creature 
according to God's judgment: Truſting to an 
outward profeſſion inſtead of an inward change, 
and putting formality in the room of Chriſti- 
anity ; ſhe is deceiving her ſoul with a religion 
that will avail her nothing. The Apoſtle has 
unalterably ſpoken, In Jeſus Chirſt neither cir- 
cumciſion availetb any thing, nor uncircumcifion, 
but a new creature. Gal. vi. 177. 

It plainly appears from the whole ſcope of 
the ſcriptures, that we cannot be ſaved without 
faith and repentance, Aſk Mundanus to give 
you anaccount of his own faith and repentance, 
«nd what does he ſay? Why, he utters ſome 
unintelligible half ſentences, backwards and for- 
= _ wards, 
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wards, ſaying and unſaying, aiming now at one 
thing, then at another, by which ſounds you 
may gather, that he has neither one nor the 
other. But Mundanus is not always hampered 
in this manner, when you talk to him about 
his religion: He will ſometimes ſpeak clearly 
and roundly to the point; and when queſtioned 
about his faith and belleving, he will ſay, 
© We are all Believers. He takes it for granted 
that he is a Believer, for he never doubted it: 
C He was always a Believer, he never was other- 
« wiſe: He thinks it is the eaſieſt Matter in the 
World to have faith in Chriſt, and wonders 
c at thoſe who ſpeak of it as a difficulty.” 
Mundanus thinks thoſe to be infidels that blaſ- 
pheme Jeſus Chriſt, and who profeſſedly deny 
the ſcripture truths of his religion : So far he is 
right: But he never dreams that a mere nominal 
chriſtian is as much, tho” not in the ſame man- 
ner, an infidel, as they are who avow themſelves 
to be ſuch. He comes to church on Good-Fri- 
day, and in the third collect for the day, prays 
God, © to have mercy upon, and to convert all 
« Infidels. and never dreams that he is pray- 
ing for himſelf : For many years, and in many 
other prayers, he has obſerved this round of 
praying for his own converſion ; and yet thinks 
and lives juſt the ſame 1gnorant unconverted 
{inner as before. Such a believer as this knows 
not experimentally, that with the heart man 
beliebeth unto righteouſneſs, that faith is the 
gift of God, that it is a victory which overcom- 
eth the world, that it purifies the heart, that it 
worketh by love, and that it is made perfect by 
18 1 works: 
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works: Without any of this experience, this 
man isa believer, he has faith, but it has done 
nothing for him; and as for his repentance, 
* I'm ſure; ſays he, if I have offended God; I 
am ſorry for it; will do ſo no more, and be 


e better for the time to come.” Aundanus 


has had this languag e in his heart for many 
years, and has made no Progreſs i in repentance 
fincethe time he firſt uſed it: Sach is the re- 


pentance of Mundanus, ſuch is his religion. 


I reckon it needful for a ſinner to know, how 


his fins are to be forgiven, and himſelf to be 


accounted righteous in God's fight. Say to La- 
tia, What is juſtification? Are you in a juſ- 


| tified ſtate ? In what or whoſe righteouſneſs. do 


you now ſtand, or hereafter expect to a 


| before God? Either ſhe ſays, * I am no ſcho- 


« lar ; it is not for me to enter into ſuch learn- 


— edpoints.” And then adds, that ſhe thinks 


de people's heads ſhould. not be puzzled about 
<« faith, Fuca acceptance with God, and 
<« ſuch like doctrines, which they cannot un- 


* detſtand; that this is the way to make peo- 
5 ple e or mad. Or elſe, in direct 


oppoſition to the feripunes, ſhe ſeeks to juſtify 
herſelf; and being ignorant of God's righte- 
ouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh her own - 
righteouſneſs, will not ſubmit to the righteouſ- 


_ neſs of God. She does no-body any harm, 
the pays every one their own, comes duly to 


the church, endeavours to ſerve God as well as 
the can ; and where ſhe fails, hopes and prays | 
God will be merciful unto her. Thus ſhe 
knows nothing of drawing nigh to God, wy 
| | an 


in the merits of Him who has fulfilled all righ- 
teouſneſs, and endured the curſe for us; or 


ſtanding in the view of judgment altogether on 
the rock of his obedience and ſufferings ; but 


looks as far as ſhe can to her own doings, and 


good intentions for her preſent and future ac- 
ceptance with Him, who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, and will be a conſuming 

_ fire to all whom He does not find in his Son, 
not having, i. e. not truſting in, their own 
righteouſneſs, but that which is through the 


faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of 


God by faith. Such is Lætitia. 
Now TI obſerve, that theſe perſons, who pro- 
feſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, are as igno- 
rant (wich regard to any ſaving purpoſe in their 
ſouls) as the darkeſt heathen in the darkeſt 
country. And the caſe of theſe perſons is tne 
caſe of the generality of God's profeſſing peo- 
ple. Theſe are plain matters of fact. I have 
with ſorrow and confuſion ſeen it verified in 
rſons and at times without number. Aſk 


every Goſpel-Miniſter, that knows by experi- 
ence the power of Goſpel- truth in his own ſoul, 


and is daily labouring to ſpread it in the ſouls 
of his People, whether theſe things are not ſo, 
and he will with lamentation own that they are. 
Now, I fay, theſe being plain matters of fact, 
and obſerved in daily experience, who can deny, 

and ſay the caſe is not ſoo 
When the Apoſtle Paul went to preach the 
only true God, and jeſus Chriſt whom he had 
ſent, at the famous univerſity of Athens, and 
ſaw that learned city wholly given to idolatry, 
| his 


g 
1 
4 
iP 
* 
H 
f 
þ 
N 
0 
5 8 


his ſpirit was ſtirred in him; and he thus ad- 
coſted him: Ye men of Athens, I perceive chat 
in all things ye are too ſuperſtitious : For as I 
paſſed by, and beheld your devotions, I. found an 
altar with this inſcription, To THE UNK NO.] N 
Gop ; whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, 
Him declare I unto you. Acts xvii. 22, 23. 
Now, after what has been ſet forth, I may 
aſk, Do we ſee nothing like this in our days? 
Can we make no application of the Athenians 
caſe to the preſent one of the generality of our 
Chriſtian Church- people? Certainly we ſee 
nominal Chriſtians ignorantly worſhipping an 
unknown God. Our Lind abounds with 

church-goers, who will come to church on a 
Sunday to hear, read, and ſay Amen to prayers, 

which they do not underſtand, nor know the 
meaning of ; and then go away, and contradict 

them in their lives all the week, After this 
they will come again the Sunday following to 
the ſame formal ignorant worſhip, and again 

the week after live as before. Thus in a con- 
tinued round of mock-worſhip, by praying 
one thing and living another, and condemning 
themſelves out of their own mouths, will have 
the impudence to talk nonſenſe before God in 
his own houſe, and tell Him lies tc his face. 
And with regard to their hearing of God's word 
preached by Golpel-Miniſters, they will come 
with prejudice'or unconcernedneſs, ſpeak evil 
of what they do not underſtand, take many eſ- 
ſential parts of the diſcourſe, with its general 
tendency, all in a wrong ſenſe, pervert and miſ- 

_ repreſent things, ſet themſelves againſt it, and 

ſecretly 


where this is not the caſe, where there is a diſ- 
poſition to hear and to applaud the preacher 
and his diſcourſe, yet even amongſt theſe how 
many ſpeak in commendation of they know 
not what; and are not at all edified and im- 
proved in their Lives and converſation by 


What they hear? The mouth ſpeaks one 


way, the heart is bent, the Life is directed 
another. As it was in the Prophet Ezekiels 
days even ſo it is now, ' They come unto the 
Preacher as God's people cometh ; and they 
fit before Him as God's people, and they hear 
his words, but they will not do them; for 
with their mouth they ſhew much love, but 
their heart goeth after their covetouſneſs. And 
lo, He is unto them as a very lovely Song of 

one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
well on an inſtrument ; for they hear his 
words, but they do them not. Chap, xxx1ii. 
31, 32. Now, are not theſe people as 
truly as the Athenians,” tho not before their 
Altar, paying their unmeaning devotions to an 
unknown God, whom they ignorantly wor- 
| ſhip? May we not ſay to theſe people, © Ye 

know not what ye worſhip”? Judge ye. I know 
it to be a melancholy truth ; I am ſure it has 
cauſed my foul to weep. K 


And let it be obſerved, this ſoul- deſtioying | 


Ignorance, this ſtate of religious darkneſs, ſhews 
itſelf in this Land of Chriſtian Light. Inſo- 


much that we may take up the Apoſtle's ſay- 


ing to the people in his days, and make it 
to our own in theſe, Some have not the know- 
* ledge 


ſecretly reſolve not to be bettered by it. And 
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ledge of God : I ſpeak this to your ſhame, 1. 
Cor. xv. 34. O ye. nominal Chriſtians, ye 
formal profeſſors of the religion of Chriſt, ye 
have not the practical converting knowledge 
of the God you take your name from : And is 


it not ſhameful? Are ye not aſhamed ? To your 


ſhame it is N =D Es A 
I have ſaid, this ignorance and want of 


knowledge is general; it is ſo in a degree ap- 


proaching to univerſal, It reigns in all ſtations 
of life. It prevails amongſt maſters and ſer- 
vants, young and old, parents and children, 
high and low, rich and poor, one with a- 
nother. The lower part of mankind may, 
perhaps, think it ought to be no wonder that 
they are ignorant. Through Want of edu- 
cation, and inability to inſtruct each other, and 
the difficulty of acceſs to their higher and more 
knowing neighbours; through their neceſſity 
of conſtant working for their bread, want of 
ſcholarſhip to read at all amongſt ſome, of 
time amongſt others ; for theſe reaſons they 
may be ready to plead that they of a ſort of 


_ neceſſity muſt be unacquainted with the know- 


ledge of God; and that it ought not to be 
ſought amongſt them, but looked for only 
in the poſſeſſion of the higher part of man- 


kind. But we muſt here obſerve, that, how- 


ever true theſe circumſtances of the poor may 


be, yet they are no excuſes for ignorance 


amongſt the loweſt ſort of people: For 
there is but one way of ſalvation for all 


mankind; the ſame for the poor as for the 


rich, And God requires, that every perſon, 
To. (who 


23 — ͤ —— yt ye ee ION 22 


„5 


{who is ſaved, ) in every ſtation of life, ſhould 


have the due knowledge of the one common 
way of falvation ; there being not one me- 


| thod of ſaving this, and another of ſaving that 


rſon.— But waving this: If Chriſtian Know- 


ledge is lacking amongſt the poor, is it abound- 


ing amongſt the rich? Alas ! through the 


temptations of wordly pleaſures, and the de- 


ceitfulneſs of riches, through the pride of their 
human learning, being too wiſe to be taught, 


too aſhamed to be thought ignorant, too proud 


to ſtoop to inſtruction from a ſenſe of igno- 
rance, and being too great to be controled, 
they are to be found as ignorant of all true 
knowledge and experience in Chriſtianity, as 
the other part of mankind, their inferior 
Neighbours. Great men are not always wiſe ; 
neither do the aged underſtand Fudgment. Job 
xxxii. 9: See the caſe of theſe two people in 
the. preſent day fitly repreſented by the Pro- 
phet Feremiab. The Prophet complaining to 
God of the fins and wickedneſs of the people 
in general, of their obſtinacy in not taking 
warning, and rejecting the word of inſtructi- 
on, ſays of the lower claſs of people, that 
He had been ready to conceive the fault, on 
their fide, lay in their want of education, 
and of inſtruction in the way of the Lord; 
that He therefore betook himſelf to the rich, 
who, as they had more Light and better means 
of improvement in knowledge, He hoped would 
ſhew the practical effects of it in a correſpon- 
dent attention and obedience; but He found 
the ſtate of theſe people's hearts even worſe 
8 than 
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than the former. T ſaid, ſurely theſe are poor; 
they are fooliſh ; for they know not the way of 
the Lord, nor the Judgment of their God, 
Iuill get me unto the great men, and will ſpeak 
unto them ; for they have known the way of the 
Lord, and the Judgment of their God : But 
theſe have altogether broken. the Yoke, and burt 
their Bonds. Chap. v. 4. 5. And you ſee, 
ſo far from either of them being excuſed by 
the Prophet of God, what dire deſtruftion 
He threatens ſhall come upon them for their 
lack of knowledge and obedience. I beręfore 
@ lion out of the foreſt ſhall ſlay them, i. e. 
the whole body of the people; and a wolf 
of the evenings ſhall ſpoil. them ; a leopard ſhall 
watch over their cities: every one, that goeth 
cout thence ſhall be torn in pieces; becauſe their 
tranſgreſſions are many, and their backſhudings 
are increaſed. v. 6. | 22 

God is without variableneſs or ſhadow of 
turning ; and whatever temper or ſpirit is the 
ſubject of his complaint at one time, is the 
equal ſubject of his complaint at all times. 
And we may take it for granted; that, on the 
one ſide, whatever God promiſes to the Fewiſ 
people as a reward according to their knowledge 
of, and obedience to Him; and, on the other, 
whatever threatnings he denounces againſt 
them as a puniſhment for their ignorance and 
diſobedience, the ſame He makes to us, in the 
like circumſtances, Whatever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learn- 
ing; for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come. . 

1 Hearken 


Hearken then to God's mournful com- 
plaints and lamentations. Hear Him bemoan- 
ing Himſelf over his hapleſs people. Hear, 
O Heavens ; and give ear, O Earth; for the 
Lord hath ſpoken ; I have nouriſhed and brought 
up Children, and they have rebelled again/t Me. 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſ- 


ters crib : but Iſrael doth not know, my people 


doth not confider. Iſaiah i. 2, 3. Tea, the 


a fler in the Heaven knoweth ber appointed 
times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the 


ſwallow obſerve the time of their coming; but 

' my people know not the Judgment of the Lord. 
Jer. viii. 7. Be aſhamed and confounded, ye 
profeſſing people of God. He is forced, you 
ſee, to addreſs himſelf to his inanimate Crea- 
tures ; and to demand their attention, as if He 
deſpaired of gaining a hearing from you, his 

people. See too, tho God feacheth us more 
ban tbe beaſts of the earth, and maketh us wiſer 
than the fowls of heaven; yet He obſerves, 
that his Brute-creation are more acquainted 
with Him and his ways, and know their ap- 


pond ways of living according to their 


reatot's orders, better than his own ſtupid, 
beſotted people, -Bluſh at the aſs, Thou pro- 
feſſing Chriſtian ; Thou art wont to look with 
contempt upon this deſpicable animal : But 
ſtand ſtill in confuſion while the aſs is ſet up 
to inſtru Thee her inferior, and God's worſe 
creature. Yea, let all the beaſts of the earth 
ſhame Thee ; let the Birds of the air confound 


Thee. - 
| Hearken 
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Hearken once more. See what an agony 
God's Prophet is in! Hear how he cries out 
like a man well-nigh ſpent under the acute 
pains of the ſtone, the gout, the cholick, &c. 
or like a woman in travail, My bowels, my 
bowels; Tam pained at my very heart; my 
heart maketh a noiſe in me; I cannot hold my 
peace ; — Jer. iv. 19. And why this bemoan- 
ing lamentation ? What is the matter ? Sure- 
ly ſome grievaus puniſhment is coming on the 
Prophet himſelf : Surely He is lamenting the 
bitter fruit of his own iniquities. No, it is 
merely on the afflicting View of the deſola- 
tion of God's people. It was becauſe Deſ- 
truction upon deſtruction was haſtening towards 
them. V. 20. But why? What is the ſitua- 
tion of God's people, thus to call down ſuch 
vengeance upon them? Still the ſame that is 
mentioned before. For my people is fooliſb, 
they have not known me; They are ſottiſb chil- 
dren, and they bave none underſtanding : They 
are wiſe to do evil, but to do good they 
bave no knowledge. V. 22. O ye profeſling 
People, ſee what heavineſs and continual ſor- 
row of heart ye give to God's Miniſters by 
your lack of knowledge, and want of obedi- 
ence to your God, You too, his covenant- 
People; and yet thus to deal with your co- 
venant-God ! What, and are you unconcern- 
ed at this? Are you unawakened by this? Yes; 
I fee you unmoved by this direful caſe between 
God and you: I fee you heedleſs, thoughtleſs, 
and carcleſs. You ſee not the threatened deſ- 
_ traction in this caſe is your own: You know 

| not 


1 
not your danger. Your ſouls lie on the brink 
of an avenging eternity ; yet you are no more 
apprized of it than he that lies aſleep on the 
brink of a well, on the edge of a precipice, 
This is a common caſe, © O eternal God, 
let the loud thundrings of thy condemning 
Law awaker their ſleepy ſouls ; that they may 
fly to thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus for their ſal- 
vation, before they are over-taken by thy Juſ- 
tice for their deſtruction, O Lord, fave thy 
People. But to ſee what an affecting and 
. thing a Lack of knowledge is, let 
us view it in the cloſing Scene of all things 
here below, Wo 
See yon ſick Bed, There lies Negotius. 

His immortal ſoul, overwhelmed in ignorance, 


is ready to leave it's body, to appear before an 


infinitely wiſe. God. Yet Negot:us hopes he 
ſhall go to heaven, like the reſt of his neigh- 
bours. He profeſſes to have no diſturbance 
in his conſcience, and is troubled with no 


| doubts of his ſalvation, no fears of his dam- 


nation. In appearance the moſt eſtabliſhed 
Chriſtian cannot go beyond Him in aſſurance. 
t God, he ſays, is merciful, and is gracious.” 
But aſk Negotius the reaſon of the hope that is 
in him; him the reaſon why he expects 
God ſhould be merciful and gracious to him, 
and what his hope is founded upon, then he 
betrays his ignorance. He has the mercy of 
of God in his mouth, but knows nothing of 
the only way by which that mercy can be 
| manifeſted and derived to the Sons of men. 
His tongue ſpeaks indeed the Name of 

5 oe: . Jetus; 
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Jeſus; but he has no knowledge, no experi- 
ence of that Name in his heart. The way to 
diſcern his lack of any ſaving knowledge of 
the mercy of God is to aſk Him, whether 
the life he has lived in the fleſh has been by 
the faith of the Son of God ? whether he 


bis lived to Him who died for his fins, and 


roſe again for his juſtification ? Whether He 
is in Chriſt a new creature ? Whether He is 
born again of God's ſpirit, and is converted? 
Here he grows „or filent ; or ſhelters 
himſelf under the refuge of his being no ſcho- 
lar. Negotius was born ignorant, has remain- 
ed ſo all his life, growing as in years ſo in ig- 
ngrance ; and now lies upon his death-bed, 
having his religion to begin to learn. And 
ſee how fit and able he is to begin that im- 
tant work. His head is wel)-nigh gone; 


his thoughts perplexed, his ſenſes bewildered, _ - 


his ſpirits faint and languid, all the faculties 
of his mind impaired and decaying to death, 
In his body, you may ſee his countenance 
fallen, cheeks hallow, tongue faltering, legs 
weak, joints tottering, and his whole frame 
emaciated and falling to pieces. Old age has 
gained ground on Him ; or his diſtemper is 


too much for him, The victory almoſt com- 


leat. Death at the door. Thus lies Negotzus. 
hus equipped He is to ſtart the chriſtian 
race, to fight the good Fight of faith, and 


| wreſtle and ſtand againſt all his foes, to com- 


bat the Chriſtian enemies in the warfare, to 


to endure hardneſs as a good Soldier of Jeſus 


Chriſt, daily taking up his croſs, and follow- 
ES ing 


5 . 
ing Him through much tribulation into the 
kingdom of Gol, manfully fighting under the 
banner of the Captain of his Salvation, who 
was made perfect through ſufferings, to ſtrive 


to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, and to travel 


the narrow way that leadeth unto Life: 
This is his buſineſs. Here is Negotius. In 
- this ſituation he remains a few minutes; a 
canyulſion comes; he expires ; and his body 


is given to the worms. Obſerve this ſup- | 


1 poſed Character; ſuppoſed, did I fay ? The 


name is feigned, but the Character is a real 
one; not of the few, but of the many, I have 
ſeen it, and ſeen it, and ſeen it again. I have 
oſtentimes been put to a ſtand at the ſight ; ſo 
ſtaggered and perplexed have I been, that I have 
not known, for a time, what to ſay to ſuch a 
caſe. O, ye Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are 
accuſtomed to attend death-beds, think ye not 
that {have ſeen it? Know ye not that 7ow 
have ſeen it? And what ſhall we ſay in this 
caſe ? I muſt ſpeak out. I cannot bear to ſee 
immortal ſouls deſtroyed for lack of know- 
_ ledge, and fit in quiet. Silence in ſuch an 
affair I cannot away with, When ſhall I cry 
out aloud and ſpare not, and lift up my voice, 
like a trumpet, if not now? I am urged, I 
am conſtrained to ſpeak freely, to open my 
mouth boldly, and to ſpeak as I ought to ſpeak. 
Let me take up the ſayings of Elibu. I vill 
anſiwer alſo my part, I alſo will ſbe my opinion. 
For Tam full of matter ; the ſpirit within me con- 
ſiraineth me. Behold my belly is as wine which 
bath no vent, it is ready to burſt like new bottles. 
Dot > I will 
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J will ſpeał that I may be refreſhed : I will open 
my lips, and anſwer. Let me not, I pray you, 
accept any men's perſon, neither let me give 
flattering titles unto man. For 1 know not to 
give flattering titles: In ſo doing my Maker 
would ſoon take me away, Job xxxii. 19,22, 
I fay then, this man's ſoul is loſt ; yea, eter- 
nmally and irrevocably loſt. Leſt this ſhould be 
Kill doubted or denied, we will proceed to 
confirm, and by accumulated proof to eſtabliſh 
the obſervation. AK 
2. That the Conſequence of this Ignorance = 
and want of knowledge is fatal: It ends uni- 
verſally, where it is, in the deſtruction of 
the ſoul: The foul of the people is de- 
ftroyed. a PE Co Mk er 961 
This is much to be obſerved. This point 
calls aloud for your particular attention. Dwell 
upon this thought, Paſs it not over lightly. 
Weigh and ponder this conſideration. It it no 
trifle. I know you will be making it a 
: trifle. You will be ſaying, © * Surely as 1 
4 am no Scholar, ſome allowance will be made: 
= We have not all knowledge alike ; and only 
where much is given, much will be required.“ 
Deceive not your ſoul. The argument is 
againſt you. I muſt ſhoot you with your 
own arrows, and out of your 'own bow. - You 
ſay, Where much is given, much will be 
required. A great and important Truth! 
Bat fee, you think it makes For you. You 
are under a deluſion, It makes againſt you. 
Much 1s given you, Much will be required 
irom you. Have you not a Bible? You may 
7 8 pigs read 
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read it; or you can hear it: Vou may pray 
over it, and meditate upon it. Here is the 
Word of Knowledge to make you wiſe unto 
falvation. You are not thus wiſe. What are 


you the better for your Bibles ? With all the 
means of ſaving Knowledge in your hands 


you are without it. You wall one day find 


that much has been given you; and that 


much will be required from you. And what 
is it you mean when you fay, © You are 


no Scholar?“ You underſtand not the learned 


languages. This will not be required. You 
have not the knowledge of ſalvation : This 
will. You, and every other finner that is 
faved, muſt alike have the knowledge of 
ſalvation, No longer then impoſe this falſe 


arguing upon your ſoul to it's deſtruction. 
Leave off ſuch delufive reaſoning. Mark 


this: Through Ignorance and Jack of know. 


ledge your ſoul is deſtroyed. Let us travel in 


ſearch for, and have a clearer view. of this 
diſmal object. And let the word of God be 
the lantern to our feet, and the light to 
Our paths. 6 | „ 1 

View the context of the afore- mentioned 
paſſages of God's Book concerning the igno- 
rance of his people, and you will ſee the ſin- 
ful and ruining effects of ignorance there dole- 
fully deſcribed. You will ſee what a variety 
of notorious ſins are the effects of this lack of 
knowledge. Now this furniſhes us with the 
Proof of the ſoul's deſtruction thereby, viz. 
«© That a life of ignorance and want of know- 


« ledge is attended with a life of Sin.“ 8 
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that well might God by the mouth of David 
aſk, Have ell the workers of iniquity. no not- 
ledge ? Pſalm, xiv. 4. And the anſwer that 
they have none is furniſhed by the preceeding 
verſes: The Lord looked. down from heaven 


upon the children of men, to ſee if there were 
any that did underſtand, and ſeek God. And 
the proof that they did not, immediately fol- 


lows; They are all gone aſide; They are al- 
together become filthy: There none that doeth 
good, no not one. v. 2, 3. The ignorant 
ſoul does nothing but ſin: And the ſoul that 
ſinneth it ſhall die. The wages of fin is death. 
Deſtruction is upon the ſinful ſoul. The wicł- 
ed ſhall be turned into bell, Pſalm, ix. 17. 
for ſuch are the dwellings of the wicked ; and 
this is the place of Him that knoweth not God. 
Job xviii. 21. Solomon obſerves, That whoſe 
committeth adultery with a woman lacketh un- 
derſianding : He that doeth it deſtroyeth his-own 
foul. Prov. vi. 32. This is the caſe in every 
fin as well as the particular One here men- 
tioned, Ignorance is it's parent, and deſtruc- 
tion it's iſſue. St. John, ſpeaking of God, 
obſerves, Whoſoever finnech hath not ſeen him, 
neither known bim. 1 John iii. 6. The want 


of knowing God, you ſee; is evidently. and 


neceſſarily inferred where fin is committed. 
This ignorance is the cauſe of ſin's commi{- 


ion; and ſin's commiſſion proves ignorance, 


God, ſpeaking of his people, ſays, Forty years 


ung was I grieved with this generation, and 


fuid; It is a people that do err in their bears; 
and they bade not known my ways ; unto ubm 
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1 ſwear in my wrath, that they ſhould not enter 
into my. relt, Pſalm xcv. 10, 11. They er- 
red. Why ? Becauſe they knew not God and 
his ways. And the effect, as uſual, was fatal. 
Throꝰ the irreverſible oath they could not en- 


ter into his reſt. Who are concerned in this? 


We, as we are knowing or ignorant of God, 


obedient or diſobedient to Him. Conſult th 


paſſage as quoted by the Apoſtle in the 3d 
and 4th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and "hat will determine the point. Again : 
The Prophet, ſpeaking to the people of God, 
ſays, O Fooliſh people, and without under ſtand- 
ing; which have eyes and ſee not, which have 
ears and hear not. Jer. v. 21. What follows? 
This people hath a revolting. and a rebellious 
beart ; They are revolted and gone. v. 23. Again. 


O that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 


night for the ſlain of the daughter of my Ne 

er. ix. 1. And why this ſad lamentation? 

he people are ſain. But why? They proceed 
Fa evil to evil; and they = not me, ſaith 
the Lord. v. z. Thr ough deceit they refuſe to 
| know me, ſaith the Lord. v. 6. Once more. 
The people of God will not frame their doings 


to turn unto their God; for the ſpirit of whore- 
goms is in the midſt of them, and they have not 


known the Lord. Hoſ. v. 4. They lacked the 


knowledge of God, And what followed this? 


Their not turning from their fins to Him; 
but going on in them to deſtruction. | Nay, 
What provoking fins are there which are not 
gauſcd by Ignorance and lack of knowledge? 
£ The 
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The chief of all heinous fins was the murder 
of the Son of God, This was owing to Igno- 

rance. Me ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a my- 
ery, fays St. Paul, even the hidden wiſdom 


' ewhich God ordained before the world unto our 


glory ; which none of the Princes of this world 
knew ; for had. they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 

7, 8. They were ignorant of God, his coun- 
fel and his ways ; otherwiſe they would not 
have committed that fin, As the Want of 
knowledge was the cauſe of Chriſt's death, ſo 


it is of the death of his people, Himſelf told 


his Diſciples, That the time cometh, that wwho- 


ſoec ver hilleth you, will think that he doeth God 


ſervice. John xvi. 2. And what is the reaſon 
of this cruel treatment, this ſtrange imagi- 
nation? Why, Theſe things will they do unto 


you, becauſe they have not known the Father, 


nor me. v. 3. The ſame ingorant, blinded 
ſpirit that killed Chriſt and his people, doth 
alſo give Life to every kind and degree of per- 
ſecution of them, / they have perſecuted me, 
faith their Lord to his diſciples, hey will alſo 
perfecute you. John xv. 20. This is a Truth 
aſſerted; a matter of fact experienced: But 
what is the reaſon of this cruel Behaviour ? 
The ſame as before: All theſe things will they 
do unto you, becauſe they know not him that 
faut me. v. 21, Ignorance or lack of Divine 
knowledge, you fee, is at the root of the 
greateſt fins, How ſhould it be otherwiſe ? 
Where there is no knowledge of God, there 
Can be no Obedience paid him. We cannot 

> obey 
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obey an unknown God. If we are ignorant 
of God, we cannot love Him. And as all true 
ſervice proceeds from the principle of Love, 
conſequently while we know not God, we 
. ſerve him not, Every one that loveth is born of 
God, and kneweth God, He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God; for God is Love. 1 John 
iv. 7, 8. See then the fad conſequence of not 
knowing God, Let this be much attended to. 
Stop; reflect upon this point, Be not too 
haſty in paſſing over this conſideration. Think 
again and again upon ir. Let contemplation be 
deeply employed. While we are ignorant 
of God, we pay Him no duty, ſervice, obe- 
dience, worſhip and adoration ; none, I ſay, 
that He accounts real; none that is pleaſing 
to Him, and acceptable in his ſight. Here 
the heart is apt to deceive, Beware you are 
not impoſed upon by your own ſelves, You 
may think that you are right ſervants of 
God, and his true worſhippers, becauſe 
you have his name in your mouths, appear 
at his houſe and table, and in the outward 
Conduct ſeem to walk in his ways. This for- 
mality of ſervice we may pay Him, and our 
Hearts be at enmity againſt Him, The ex- 
perienced know this. They are ſure of it. 
This outward form and profeſſion of worſhip 
we may have; and yet this Shew of religion, 
which is highly eſteemed amongſt men, may 
be an abomination in the ſight of God. But, 
that Want of obedience follows a Want of 
knowledge, may be proved by the anſwer to 
this 
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this queſtion ; What is this knowledge of 
This it is not. It is not to know God per- 
feQly, and as He is. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful and excellent for us; we cannot 
attain unto it. There is a Guard ſet againſt 
our looking after this perfect knowledge of 
God. Canſt thou by ſearching. find out God? 
Cenlſt thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 
It is as bigh as. Heaven ; what canſt Thoy do? 
Deeper than hell; what canſt thou know ? The 
meaſure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
broader than the ſea. Job xi, 7. 8. g. Nei- 
ther is it to know Him in all that fulneſs 
and clearneſs, in which He will be known in 
the after - ſtate. Now coe ſee through à glaſs 
darkly ; but then face to face Now we know 
in part; but then ſhall we now even as alſo 
we are knewn. 1 Cor. Xu; 12. But on the 
other hand, neither is it to know merely that 
that there is a God; a common Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, and Benefactor. The ſoul may have 
this knowledge, and yet be deſtroyed. A no- 
minal Chriſtian may have this knowledge, 
and remain | utterly deſtitute of what truly 
deſerves that Name. Thus is a partial de- 
fective, and, when alone, uſeleſs knowledge 
of God. Such a ſpeculative knowledge of 
God had Eli's Sons: For it is not to be ima- 
gined that they were entirely without all 
knowledge of God: And yet it is obſerved 
of them, The Sens of Eli were Sons of Belial; 
they knew not the Lord. 1. Sam. ii. 12. They 
had, what St. Paul calls, the form of know- 
| - ledge, 
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ledge. Rom. ii. 20. But had not the power of 


it; in it's practical fruits, in their hearts, their 
lives and converſations. For the creature to 
know God ſavingly, and as He ought to be 
known, is for him to have a deep, practical, 
abiding perſuaſion wronght in his heart of 
_ theſe important truths, the influence of which 

are ſeen in the Chriſtian Temper and Life, v/z. 
That, on the one ſide, God is a God of truth, 
holineſs, juſtice, - purity, and power; on the 
other, of love, mercy, and compaſſion : That 
the firſt ſet of attributes have been and are 
offended by his ſinful creatures violating his 


Government in the Breach of the Divine Laws; 


and the latter could not have been made con- 
fiſtent with, or to harmonize with the former, 
without ſatisfaction and atonement made, in 
the nature that offended, by ſuffering the pe- 
nalty of, and paying an uninterrupted, perfect 
obedience to theſe righteous Laws. This intro- 
duces to, and implies in it the knowledge of 

- ourſelves; and the impoſſibility in our lapſed, 
guilty, impotent condition of our performing 
either of theſe things. This' brings us to an 
acquaintance with his Son God-man Jeſus 
Chriſt; whoſe mediation and ſubſtitution in 
our ſtead have been ſufficient to make up the 
Breach, and purchaſe our ſalvation, To this 
knowledge of God, ourſelves, and of Chriſt, 
muſt be joined an hearty application to the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and a reception by faith of the 
fulneſs of his Redemption, and a converſion 
of heart and Life, in a reſtoration of them 
both, to God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
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All this is wrought by the operation of God; and 
the whole of this ſaving knowledge comes to 
the ſoul hy the revelations of the moſt holy, 
undivided Trinity, through the Word. No 
man knoweth the Son, but the Father : Neither 
"knoweth any man the Father, ſave the Son, 
and He to whemſoever the Son will reveal Hi mM. 
Mat. xi. 27. No man can ſay that Jeſus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
This is the knowledge of God in the Re- 
deemer. Thus we — and are known. 
It is on all ſides mutual. I am the good Shep- 
herd, ſays the Redeeming Saviour, and know 
my ſheep, and am known of mine: As the Fa- 
ther knoweth me, even ſo know I the Father ; 
and I lay down my Life for the Sheep. John 
x. 14. 15. An obediential Spirit and conduct 
follows and attends upon this knowledge, It is 
vital and practical. It is not merely a Notion 
floating inthe head ; it influences the heart, and 
regulates the Life. The Chriſtian, that poſ- 
ſeſſes it, has the higheſt eſteem of, the moſt 
ardent defire after, and places his whole de- 
liglu in God: He puts his whole truſt and 
confidence in, has the moſt filial Fear of God ; 
is patiently ſubmiſſive to, and ſeeks to do the 
whole Will of God, ſerving Him with the 
pleaſant Labour of a Life of holineſs. In this 
alſo, the Chriſtian, that knows God, is care- 
ful of mecting and enjoying God in his ordi- 
nances of worſhip, is watchfully obſervant of 
his providences, mindful of his preſente, re- 
gardful of bis Judgments, Calls, and Warn- 
ings, and a lover of bis mercies. From a 
principle 


LET. 
principle of Divine Love, ruling in his heart, 
He gives up himſelf to God in his whole 


Life and at his death. Such obedience attends 


ſuch knowledge. Hereby we do know that 


we know Him, if we keep his commandments. 


He that faith 1 know Him, and heepeth not his 
commandments, is a Liar, and the Trutb is not 
in him. 1 John ii. 3. 4. The everlaſting 
Salvation of the foul depends upon this know- 
| ledge. The excellency of this knowledge is, that 


the 2 dom of it giveth Life to them that have 


it. Eceleſ. vii. 12. This is our acknow- 
ledgement, when in the liturgy we ſay amen 
to the ſentence in the ſecond Collect for peace; 


* O God, who art the Author of peace, and 


« Lover of concord; in Ar9wledge of whom 
« ſtandeth our eternal Life,” And the ſame 
is implied in the prayer of St. Chryſoſ- 
tom z where we pray to God, to ** grant us 
te in this world Znowwledge of bis truth, and in 
« the world to come Lyfe everla/ting.” We 


aſk for knowledge, ' becauſe it precedes Life; 


and we join Life to knowledge, becauſe it at- 
tends upon and follows knowledge. Of a piece 
with this are the words already mentioned of 
our bleſſed Lord to his Father, in his prayer 


for his Diſciples, This rs Life eternal, that 


they might know Thee the only true God, and Tejas 
Chriſt whom Thou baſt ſent, John xvii, 3. * If, 
F 0 

* The reader may find many firiking conſiderations and 
dbſervations, concerning this ignorance and knowledge of God, 


made from this Text, in Anthony Burg:f*s Book intitled, 


* 145 Expoſitory Sermons upon the whole 17th Chapter of 
„ the Goſpel according to St. John.” | | 


This Reverend Divine was Miniſter of Sut#2» Colofirld in 
Warwickſhire, about a Century ago, His works, elpecia'ly 
| this 
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| on the one hand, it is life eternal to know the 

only true God; it is, on the other, as I have 
alſo ſaid before, death eternal to be ignorant 
of Him, Here is implied, that the ignorant 
ſoul is deſtroyed for the lack of this Knowledge, 
Such is the fatal conſequence, that the lack of 

this Divine knowledge is attended with a 
Lack of ſalvation, but a fulneſs of deſtruc- 
tion. 

Here then I reſt the matter, Here is the 
point proved. Here lies Negotiys dead and 
buried. Let us weep over his graye, Let 
compaſſion ſhed a bear, While we 11 a 
Epitaph. 


Underneath are depoſited the Remains 
OF. A | 
DESTROYED SOUL, 
Born in Ignorance, bred in Ignoranee, 
Lived in Ignorance, died in Ignorance, . 
Periſhed in DESTRUCTION. 


FOR LACK OF 
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But cannot the dead be raiſed ? Not dead 

Negotius, He is irrecoverably dead to all 

eternity. He is loſt for ever. His ſoul is in 

eternal Death, His body indeed, that now 

ſleeps in the duft of the Eat th, muſt riſe again, 

and his foul be united to it, for the fake of 

the greater Torment. Tho now he Sheps, 

| 5 Rk . 
| 5 nie abore- mentioned Volume and his Spiritual Refin- 


inge.“ I would recommend to my Readers in general, and 
zw the para of chat * in „ 
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yet will he awake 4. fame aud everlafing 


contempt. Dan, xii. 2, And at that dreadful 
Day, when there will be a reſurrection of the 
dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt ; Acts xxiv. 15, 
And while others obtain a better reſurrection; 
Heb. xi. 35; His will be a coming forth un- 
to the reſurrection of damnation, John v. 29. 
The fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and ſor- 
cerers, and idolaters, and all liars, ſhall baue 
their part in the Lake which burneth with fire 
and brimſtone ; which is the ſecond death. Rev. 
'IX1, 8. Thine, poor loſt Negotius. To thee thy 
unknown Judge will ſay, with zhem on the left 


o 


hand, Depart from me, ye carſed, into everlaſt- 
ing fire, prepared for the Devil and bis angels, 


lofting puniſhment. v. 46.* 


hut cannot the dead be raiſed ? Ves. The 
dead in fin may be raiſed. To the living, but 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Epheſ. ii. 1. we 


will fay, Awake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe 


{ron the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give Thee light. 
Epheſ. v, 14. Jeſus Chriſt, who raiſes up 
whom he will, who diſplayed his power in 
the reſurrection of the widow's Son at Naim, 
Jairus's daughter, and Lazarus, (repreſenta- 
tions theſe of his power to raiſe ſouls dead 
in ſin to a life of righteouſneſs) this ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt ſays, tbe hour is coming, and now is, 
aohen the drad ſhall hear the worce of the Son 
of God; and they that bear ſhalt live. John v. 25. 


Here is hope for quickning of ſinners ſouls 


by 


See the character, ſtate, and death of Negorius in Page 23, 
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by Jeſus Chriſt, (who is 4 quickning Spirit, 
1 Cor. xv. 4c.) that are in the road to, but 
not yet ative at deſtruction. We may, per- 
haps, prevent the deſtruction of ſuch fouls, 
Wherefore we will now 

3. Propoſe the ways and Means to prevent 
this deſtruction. + - 

Before I ſpeak of, and you ſet about the Uſe 

of theſe means of coming to the knowledge of 

the truth, let me beſpeak of you theſe two pre- 
| paratory Things. | 

1. Be concerned about this aaa Let a de- 
liberate thoughtfulneſs fix itfelf upon you, from 
confidering what has been advanced. Urge on 
and encourage that cool and impartial Kerioulf. 
neſs which may at preſent have found a place 
in your heart. Beware at the peril of your ſoul 
how you make a Trifle of it. Contemplate 
it. Conſider how deeply you are intereſted in 
it. Conſider; The falvation of your foul is 
(if I may uſe the Meta phor) on 'the anvil. 
Give way to the ſtroke while the Iron 1s hot, 
before you are grown cool. The colder you 
get, the more difficultly will the impreſtion be 
renewed, Nay, you may get fo cold and 
hard, that the hammer may for ever after ſtrike 
in vain, Wherefore, ſtop a moment, and me- 
ditate. Reflect alſo, that GOD is dealing 
with you. Can I mention a more forcible 
argument, for your attentive conſideration, 
than that the affair of your ſalvation is to be 
ſettled between GOD and your own Soul? 

2. Whatever means are propoſed, be refolv- 

ed to be . in 1 the * of them. Let your 
BET reſolu- 
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* reſolution be to take pains, and firive, and la- 
bour, Think how many miſs, and fall ſhort 
of the knowledge of falvation, for want of 
pains-taking in the purſuit of it. Let that in- 
duſtry, which is ſeen in worldly Callings, be 
brought into the concerns of the ſoul. Be you 
as a Day-Labourer in religion. Set about, and 
go on with it, like a worę-man. You will then 
ſucceed. This is well known by the wile 
| dren of this world: Let it be known from ex- 
perience by the children of light. And take 
with you this one ſcripture, Then ſaid one un- 
to Him, Lord, are there few that be ſaved ? 
And He ſaid unto them, ſirive to enter in at 
the trait Gate: For many, I ſay unto you, will 
ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. Luke 
xiii. 23. 24. 

Hoping that theſe conſiderations have got a 
ſettled practical poſſeſſion of your heart, I truſt 
you will be fitted for the uſe of the ways and 
means of your coming to the knowledge of 
the Truth, the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
I. You muſt apply yourſelf to GOD's 
' ws V „ 

Lou are ignorant, and lack knowledge. The 
Word of God is the word of knowledge. It 
is Light; it giveth light and underſtanding 
unto the ſimple. This alone can, and this 
will make you wiſe unto ſalvation: for it is 
profitable for inſlruction; all manner of in- 
ſtruction in rigbteouſueſs. If you err, it is be- 
cauſe you know not the ſcriptures. Give all 
diligence to reading them. Search them: Me- 

ditate 
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dita te upon chem; and this with humi lity; 
frioumcks, | frequency, and delight. f 
Alſo bear them. Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God, Hearken 
to the Preachers of it: I mean, ſuch preachers 
as open their mouths boldly to make known 
the myſtery of the Goſpel ; and fpeak, from 
their own experience, of the truth as it is in 
Jeſas. Hear it from fuch as labour to convince 
and actual, in heart and life ; and then preach 
Jeſus Chriſt to be made of Godunto you wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, 

Theſe are the glad tidings of ſalvation which 
Fou are to hear from the preachers of the Goſpel. 
H# hoſoe ver trangreſſerb, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Chriſt hath not God. He that a= 
| Gideth in the dofirie of Chriſt, be hath both the 
Farber and the Son. F there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your bouſe,. neither bid him God ſpeed. 
For be that biddeth him God ſperd is à partaker 
of his evil Deeds, 2 Epiſtle John V. . 10. 11 
O what a melancholy reflection is it to think, 
how many ſouls unproſitably hear, and hear 
again; are ever learning, and never able to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth, be- 
cauſe they hear not Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſs 
pel. Wheoſoever ſball call upon the Name of 
the Lord ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they 
call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And bow ſhall they believe in him of whom they 
baue not heard? And how ſhall they hear without 
@ preacher £ Rom. x. 13. 14. I am there- 

fore 
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| therefore obliged to fay, Much depends on 
whom you hear. Beloved, believe not eve 
ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they be of 
God ; becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out 
into the world, 1. John iv. 1. To the law, 
and to the teſtimony; if they ſpeak not according 
to this word, it is "becauſe there is no light in 
_ them, Iaiah viii. 20. Weigh theſe forcible 
Scriptures, 1 
2. Read occaßonally, and at proper times, 
other rehgious Books 
And here obſerve the like caution ; read not 
every book that profeſſes or ſeems to be a 
good one. Many ſuch you may read without 
profit. Seek for books which are moſt like 
ſermons of thoſe miniſters, that preach 
the Goſpel. Read thoſe which moſt ſet forth 
the glory and fulneſs of the redeemer, enter 
deepeſt into the heart, detect its deceivings, 
and direct its motions ; and which beſt explain 
and enforce converſion, regeneration, and ex- 
perimental practical Chriſtianity, The ſtudy 
of theſe books will aſſiſt you in the ſtudy of 
the Bible. Yet do not covet a multiplicity of 
theſe books ; a few well-choſen and throughly 
ſtudied will be more profitable to you. By 
and by you will come to have a greater reliſh 
for God's pure word. Would you know 
what religious books are the moſt proper for 
you to read ? If you are bleſſed with a Goſpel- 
miniſter, take his advice, and follow it. 
And next to Him conſult thoſe neighbours or 
friends, that appear moſt experienced in the 
* and life of religion. But mark this: 
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Try all that are recommended by: the touch- 
ſtone of God's Word.* 

3. Avoid the reading books of dion: and 
entertainment. With theſe the preſs is every 
day ſwarming, - Theſe not-only take up that 
time which ought to be dedicated to the Bible, 
and other religious reading; but they diſincline 
the mind from theſe better ſtudies, and cannot 


* Amidſt the many valuable religious Books, which are 
in the World at- preſent; I would more particularly recom- 
mend to my Readers (who are feekjn ng for the Attainment of, 
and Improvement in the Knowled or the Truth as it is 
Jeſus) the truly heart-ſearching an Ws tical Waka of 
he Rev, Mr. SAMUEL WALKER, 2— Curate of 

ruro in 2 and formerly of , Gl, in Oxford. 

Goa. following Books. were written yy this exddNlont Man 
O > 
1. A Sermon on 1. Sam. xx, 3. N the EEO of ay fone 
_ wa; was frowned as he - waking on Sunday, Ju 
bd to meet thy God... Being 0 Ferwops pr ached 
| a, on the National Faſt- Day, i in 17 25,5 om Amos iv. 1 Nv 
3. A Letter from a Clergyman concerning the firſt Queſtica 
in the Seems for the Ordaining of Deacons. Rivington. | 
ulations and Helps propoſed for promoting religious 
| BE. rs among Chriſtians, Price 2 d. 
A Diſcourſe on a chief Point of Qhriſtianity: The Ne- | 
fey 0 being acquainted with our fallen State. 6 d. . 
6. A Familiar Catechiſm; or the Operations of the Holy | 
Spirit illuftrated and proved ; being a Summary of Practical 
Chriſtianity. 3 d 
> A Familiar TntroduRtion to the Enowledge of Qurſelves. 


To 
78. Treatiſe Copvictios of n. 
9. +4 ſhort 93888 and * 251 the Lord's 
Supper. 2d. 
a 1 ot Fheltzan⸗ Being 2 Courſe of Praftical. Sermons. 
5 
A I1. Fifty- tw A on the Baptifinal Covenant, the 
Creed, the ten Commandments, and other important Subjects 
of Practical Religion: Being one for each Sunday in the 


year. 10s. 
* Sold by}. and W. Oliver, in Bartholomew - Cloſe; Ed- 


ward Dilly, at the Roſe and Crown in the Poultry, London ; F 
* by divers other Bookſellers i in the Country. b 
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be reliſhed but by a Taſte very unſuited to the, 
_ Goſpel; nor frequently. ſought ſor but by 
thoſe who are utter ſtrangers to a Life led by 
the faith of the Son of God. Vet what a fond- 


_ neſs; is there, what an eager Enquiry, in this 
Chriſtian country, for books of entertainment! 
In every reading Family almoſt they meet your 
eye as ſoon as you come into it. O what a 
proof is this of our ad to God | How many 
ſouls are kept from God in theſe hiding-places! 
And what a general averſion is there amongſt 
us (as a genuine conſequence); to books of 
piety ! But not only are books of vanity and 

mere ammſement thus prejudicial to the attain- 
ment of divine knowledge ; but even works of 
gravity, wiſdom, and learning. may keep the 
foul in darkneſs. as much as themoſttrifling pro- 
dactions upon earth, Hiſtory, politicks, artsand 
ſciences, if they engroſs your heart, your atten- 
tion, your time, as eſtectually ſhut out the light of 
Life, and make you to) periſh for lack of dog 
Price as the flit Tale of the ſillieſt Romance. 
What if the one be read by profeſſed Idlers, 
and merely to paſs away the 4. they know 
not better to diſpoſe of; and the other for the 
gratification and improvement of a polite, 
refined, and Jearned: Taſte, yet is there no 
difference as fo the main matter. If you are 
norant of, and inattentive to that word, which 
is alone able to make you wiſe: unto falvation, 
it matters not-what elſe you have been reading. 
However, if [ſhould happen in any thing 
that I have {aid under this head to appear too 
e I am willing all ſhould he brought 
G 2 | to 
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to this iſſue. Give me only ſolid 1 proof, ; 
that you have a ſaving knowledge of the Bible, 
and you ſhall have my leave for the reading what- 
ever other books you pleaſe, Can you = 
more? And yet I am perfectly eaſy in this 
for when your ſoul truly experiences a T — 
reliſh for the precious Book of God; and ſuch 
as are wrote after] it, I ſhall have no apprehenſion 
of ſeeing your hand often filled with e 
4. You muſt pray. 

Nothing but a Divine Power can ſavi * 
enlighten your underſtanding. Every good, and 
every perfect Gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of | Lights, From Him 
you want wiſdom and knowledge. Prayer is his 
own appointed Way of obtaining it, Hear St. 
James. If any of you lack wiſdom, let bim aſk 
of God, that gi 7 fo all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not ; and it ſhall be given him. Chap. 
13. What a bleſſed Scripture'! mark therein 
the univerſal free offer, God's bounteous' cha- 
racter, and his gracious promiſe. But obſerve 
what is added; But let him aſt in faith, no- 
tbing wavering ;' for be that wavereth is like a 
76aVe of the Sea, driven with the wind and toſſed. 
For let not that man think that be ſball receive 
any thing of the Lord. v. 6, 7. Your firm be- 
liet, hike God will make good his promiſe in 
giving what you aſk, and your ſteady truſt 
— confidence in, while you perſevere to wait 
him, is the condition of - your receiving. 
The Lord of Light ſays to his Diſciples; All 
things whatſoever ye ſhall aft i in prayer, believ- 
ing, we Jhall receive, Mat, xxi. 22, Read 1 Cor. | 
. 
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J. 9—14. This ſhews you how needful the 
enlightening power of God's Spirit is for your 
_ attaining divine knowledge. You cannot un- 
derſtand your Bible without the divine teach- 
ing of God's Holy Spirit: And fee how ready 
he is to give it, You would give your children 
good things. God is more willing to give you 
| His Spirit. Mark our Lord's own words to his 
followers. If ye, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children ; how much more 
fhall your Heavenly Pather give the Holy Spirit 
to them that aſk him. Luke xi. 13. Go on in 
this way of God's own appointment for ſeek- 
ing Him, Praying always with all prayer and 
fupphcation in the Spirit, and watching there= 
unto with all perſeverance, and you will un- 
doubtedly, in his due time, find Him. Indeed 
you have the infallible promiſe of. God for this 
very purpoſe. ' Ae, and it fhall be given you 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto you : For every one that aſketh, re- 
ceiveth; and He that ſeeketh, findeth ; and to 
him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened, Luke xi. 
9, 10. And again: I/ thou crieft after knows 
edge, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding ; 
if thou feekeſt ber as filver, and fearcheſt for her, 
as for hid treaſures, then ſhalt thou underſtand 
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God. For the Lord giveth wiſaom; out off his 
mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding. Prov. 
ii. 3—6. Live on theſe Promiſes ; plead them 
boldly at the throne of grace : But then beware 
of haſtineſs, and of fainting under a delay: You 
_ muſt wait God's time, and be contented with 
= 1 his 


I 46“ 
his meaſure, leaving it to Him to divide to vod 
and to others ſeverally as he willeth, Bleſſed is 
the man, ſays wiſdom, that beareth me, watch- 
ing daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of. 
nn doors. Prov, viii. 34. 35. Be there 
watching and Waiting ; and God will, ac» 
cording to yout (prayers, © grant you in this 
* world knowledge of his Truth; and in the 
e world to come Life everlaſting 
Vou will remember that Prayer is publicł, 44. 
Wr and private. Be a regular attendant on 
' God'spublick worſhip. Tisa delicious entertain- 
ment for the ſpiritual appetite of God's People. 
There is a variety ſerved up at this Goſpel- 
Feaſt, which will ſuit your Taſte. There is 
{piritnal Food for your fpiritual Palate, Let 
not every, or any triffling excuſe be giyen for 
your abſence, Surely Ignorance muſt die away, 
as knowledge revives, amidft ſuch a collection 
of means, as this of publick worſhip, for the 
death of the one, and Life of the other. If 
live in an houſe where the Family wor- 
ſhips God; (I mean not merely as a Thi 
to be done juſt before or after Meals, at ſuch 
an Hour; I mean not where this is done for 
form's fake, and where their common Lite 
is not of a piece with their common prayers) 
bleis God for, your ſituation. However, if it 
be otherwiſe, it the reft have but the form 
you may ſteal from theic prayers the power 7 
| — 2 While they are ignorantly worſhip- 
ping an unkown God, you may pray to Him, 
in whom you have believed, whom you know, 
and to whom you are known. And neglect 
not 


* 


[ 47 


Hot your private devotions. Morning and 


prayers, you will be on your knees before the 


"hrone of Grace, Mind your cloſet-retire- 


ments as you can, Let not ſloth and careleſſ- 
nefs hinder the returns of your private devo- 
tions. Ever be watching over the cloſet of 
your own heart, See that your heart is fre- 
quently in the midſt of buſineſs, or company, 
lifting itſelf 'up to God in warm and ſhort 
ejaculations; and ever ſtanding in a praying 
Form towards Him. Diligently obſerve your 
conduct in theſe ways. Prayer will increaſe 
prayer ; and negligence will beget negligence ; 
then in this caſe, prayer faints and dies away, 
while the power of fin revives in, and rules 
over you; Ignorance gains, and knowledge 
looſeth ground, Let me add: Happy will 
you. be, if you have a friend or two ſeeking 
the Lord together with yourfelf; and with 
whom you may often join in ſocial prayer, 
to ſeck and gain this knowledge, at any time, 
and in any place, as 3 ſerves. And, 

at the concluſion of ſuch vis as are chriſtian 

ones out of the abundance of the heart let the 
mouth ſpeak, © Shall we go to prayer? 

5. Seek Chriſtian Converſation, 1 

his is alſo an eminent inſtrument of pro- 

moting Chriſtian Knowledge. The lips of 
the wiſe diſperſe knowledge; and the lips of 
the righteous feed many. Many are the in- 
citements to this practice in Holy Writ. Ex- 

bort one another daily. —Conſider one another to 

provoke unto love, and to good wor. Teaching 

ROY and 


evening, befides your publick and family- 
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end admoniſhing one another ,— Comfort yourſelves 
together ,and edify one another.--Let there L 2 
communication together as is good to the uſe of 
edifying, and which may miniſter Grace unto 
the Hearers, Heb. iii. 13. x. 24. Col. iii. 
16. 1. Theſſ. v. 11. Epheſ. iv. 29. But 
alas! Where is 3 be ſeen any attention, 
any regard to theſe important Scriptures? 
Where is it to be ſeen, That the Word af God 
is made the rule of Life ? Religion by common 
conſent is a ſubject - baniſhed from all our 
ordinary intercourſe with each ether. Her 
| 
| 


Name is not mentioned, She enters not into 
the Thought, She is caſt utterly out of fight 

in our friendly meetings and neighbourly viſits. 
The church, and the cloſet, it is contended, 
are the only places where her preſence is to be 
ſought or admitted. Wretched pretence ! 
made only by thoſe, who never met Her, 
never enjoyed her preſence either in the cloſet 

or church. They who have taſted of her 
goodneſs there, cannot be filent of her elſe- 

' where. She dwells in the hearts, and out of 
the abundance of their hearts their mouths will 
ſpeak. O ſtrange ſtupidity ! That rational Crea- 
tures yea that profeſſing Chriſtians ſhould: go to 
God's houſe on his Day, to hear and ſpeak of 
God and Godlineſs, and never to mention 
Him and His ways to any purpoſe, all the 
week, in their own! Alas! Chriſtianity is a 
Name: It is dead, as it has no Being in the 
common life and converſation of the world. 
It revives, as we ſce it ſtirring in ſocial inter- 
courſe with each other. Think how many 
a Cty | would 
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| would be more emboldened to become religious, 


did they but find countenance to ſpeak of it, 


and how many bleſſed ſparks are quenched 
for want of being fanned and cheriſhed by the 


Holy Breathings of others. Alas! What can 


an awakened Soul do, ſtirred up to a ſerious 


ſenſe of, and defire after a ſaving knowledge 


of his Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, of a real 
converſion to the Life and ſpirit of His religion, 
if he has no one enlightened and experienced 
Neighbour to ſpeak to; to aſk his ſalutary 
advice, to communicate the burdened Mind, 
and tell what God is doing in his foul! If you 
are this awakened ſinner, this impreſſed ſoul, 
ſeeking God, and a ſaving knowledge of 
Him, look, aſk, ſearch whether you cannot 
find one ſerious Neighbour in the multitude 


around yon, that you can open your heart to 


in friendly and experimental converſation, 
taking ſweet counſel together, as companions, 
as guides, and as familiar friends. If you can 
find but one, bleſs God for having found a 
fellow-pilgrim; if two, or more, let your 
dleſſing ot God for them increaſe in proportion, 
and improve the happy Gift to the utmoſt. 1 
need not ſtop particularly to tell you, for you 
will ſoon find by bleſſed experience, the un- 
utterable uſefulneſs and value of Chriſtian con- 
verſation, and religious communication with 
Fellow - Travellers on the High- Way of holineſs 
to the heavenly Canaan, Your knowledge 
will inflame their's ; and their's will not ſtarve 
your's. Your hearts will burn within you 
while you have communications, and talk one 
— ö With 
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with another by the way. 96 
ther encouragement in this communioh of. 
Saints, take with you this one Scripture. 
They that feared the Lord pate often one to 
another, and the Lord brarlened and heard it, 
anda Book of remembrance wat written before 
Hin for them that a bra 
His Name. 
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up my Jewels; 3 


155 bis oton Son that Aer verb Him. Mal. iii. 
I90 7 «ils: | 
2 hand, you 4 to dock 
Chriſtian converſation, ſo, on the other, 
6. Avoid that company which is worldly, A 
St. John ſays, The wick world lieth in 
Aae 1. John v. 19. | What fellowſhip 
then ſhould} righteouſneſs have with un- 
righteouſneſs ? Come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate. Go from the preſence of 
vs foolith man, when Thou perceiveſt not in 
Him the lips of knowledge. A companion of 
fools ſhall be deſtroyed; David faid to God, 
1 have nat ſat with vain'perſons, neither will 
Igo in 2vith the Difſemblers, I have bated the 
congregation of evil Doers; and will not fit 
with the wicked. I am a companion of all them 
that fear Thee, and of them that keep thy 
ts. Pl. Xxvi 4, 5. cxix. 63. Be you 
ke David. You will 9 ſay, 57 my de- 
hight is with the Saints that are in the earth, 
and with ſuch as excel in virtue. You muſt 
underſtand Me aright. I mean not that you 
na entirely ſhui r up from all inter- 
courſe 


A 
courſe with your worldly neighbours, for then, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, muſt ye needs go out of the 
world. 1. Cor. v. 10. But You muſt nog 
* chooſe worldly converſation in the company 
ce of carnal people, becauſe you like it; nor 
« ſeek it, for the ſake of it,” How many 
ſouls alas! when beginning to be, ſeriouſly 
Impreſſed with a ſenſe of God and their ſalva- 
tion, are tempted by the deceitfulneſs of their 
on wicked hearts, and the deluſive enticements 
of Satan, to ſeek to drown themſelves, and 
hide themſelves from God in ſuch company. 
And the poiſonous advice, which the men of 
the world give to ſerious perſons, (whom they 
look upon as turning melancholy, or running 
mad; but whom God looks upon as coming 
to themſelves and returning to Him) is, G0 
more into company.” Mark this enemy to 
your awakened Soul. Avoid ſuch perſons and 
their advice, as you would the plague. The 
following it will hinder your progreſs in Chriſ- 
tianity, drive away the ſerious impreſſiuns from 
your mind, cauſe you to looſe the little know - 
2 you may have attained, expoſe you to a 
reliſh for, and a delight in amuſements and 
diverſions, which will ſet you againſt God and 
your own ſoul, ſend you back again from God 
to mammon, and make your laſt ſtate 
worſe. than the firſt. Conſider too; if you 
grow concerned about your ſoul, and ate 
brought to be ſeriouſly employed in the things 
of God; conſider, that it is the work of God's 
convincing and converting Spirit. See then, 
Quench not the Spitit. And remark, that 
= neglect 
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neglect of religious, and ufe of worldly con- 


verſation is the expreſs way of grieving, and 
—_— Him from you. 
7. Be particularly e in your religious 
oljervation of the Lord's Day. 4 
Conſider what precious moments you are 
waſting when you waſte thoſe of the Sabbath. 
How can you gain knowledge, if you neglect a 
laborious ſearch after it on this Day of God 
_ which He has peculiarly appointed for your 
obtaining it. It is is purpoſely y a Day of-reſt from 
every thing elſe that the ſoul may Net leiſure 
to 1 itſelf in religious light and grace: 
Obſerve God's ſaying to his e upon ow 
revival of His Inſtitution ' of the Sabbath. 7 
gave them my Sabbaths, to be a fon between me 
and them, that they might know that I am the 
Lord that ſanctiſy them, Ezek. xx. 12. 
Hellow my Sabbaths ; and they ſhall be a fign 
_ between Me and you, that ye may know that 1 
em the Lord your God. V. 20. The Infti- 
te tution of the Sabbath was a ſign of God's | 
«© good Will'to them, and their obſervance of . 
0 it a ſign of their regard to Him. By this 
God made it to appear He had diſtinguiſhed 
* them from the reſt of the world, and 
deſigned to model them for a peculiar people 
to Himſelf; and by their attendance on God 
« in folemn Aſſemblies on Sabbath-days, they 
* were made to increaſe in the knowledge af 
& God; in an experimental knowledge of the 
te powers and pleaſure of his, ſanctifyin g 
Grace,” * _— is the Sabbath, and the 
| __ 


| id Henry i in Toe. 


Em 


_ deſign of it'sInflitution; Beware ofi idling zitaway 


in pleaſures, amuſements and — trifles. 
Nhen you have attended the publick worſhip 
and Inſtruction, be careful how you ſpend the 
remaining part of the Day in private, Let 
me read you one forcible Scripture, where God 
tells you what you are not, and what you are to 
do on his own” Day. F thou turn away 
thy foot from = Sabbath, from doing thy 
pleaſure on my 74 and call the Sabbath a 
Delight, the . of the Lord, honourable, and 
| ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thy own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
words.---Ifaiah lviii. 13. Here obſerve and 
dwell ſucceſſively on the ſeveral Things you 
are not to do. You are not to do your own 
ways, All worldly buſineſs is here prohibited. 
You are not to find your own pleaſure, This 
makes againſt all ſorts of idle amuſements, 
| unneceffary recreations, and impertinent vi- 
ſitings. Vou are not to ſpeak your own words. 
This reſtrains all manner of worldly converſa- 
tion, and talking: about thoſe temporal affairs, 
which are the employment of other days. 
'This you are not to do. This you are. You 
are to make the Sabbath your Delight. The 
publi ick and private exerciſes of religion, eſ- 
pecially hearing, reading and meditating on the 
word of Life, - muſt be the delight of your ſoul, 
the joy of your heart; and conſequently, the 
pleaſant labour of your Sabbath-Life. You 
are to call it honourable, and treat it as ſuch, 
that The Author of it may be honoured there- | 
by. You muſt exalt it in your affections, 
| render 
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render it obſervance. af it gloriaus in 
the eyes 5 7 > ee wer and thereby caſt a 
(comparative) diſhonour on other common 


days and Thus muſt you take ; yourſelf 
from every thing, elle, dedicating, and giving 
yourſelf up t Vou are to call and te 


keep. it boly. Tauch, like the day, muſt be 
lanctifted thereon: Von and your [emplay- 
ments muſt. be pious and ſacred. You fee 
our duty S 
och — hereon. If * alk no 
« for what end, and with w hat deen, bath 
* The Lord: require from you. {0 devout an 
« ** oblervation of his Sabbaths? It is, That you 
may obtain the K nowledge of the true Cod, 
* of of Jeſus Cheift, whom, He hath. ſont, 
„Which is eternal Life. Sir days vou are 
te c ommanded to labour in your Calling. And 
er if at proper Intervals, ſuch as every ſeventh 
" TI there was no opportunity for infraction 
© in. righteouſneſs, you muſt live and dis as 
_ << groſaly ignorant of your own condition, of 
« God and Chriſt, and every thing of a ſpi- 
< ritual Nature, as you was born. But, think 
« now for a moment, Were we endued 
« with a reaſonable underſtanding, that we 
* might live as ignorant of God, as the Horſe 
« or the Mule? Are we made capable of 
„ knowing God and His Truth, and ac» 
„ countable to Him, whilſt yet no regard is 
** to be paid to this diſtinguiſhed difference be- 
* tween us and brutes? Certainly you muſt 
« and do ſay, This ought not to be the caſe, 
*« Left it thould be, God himſelf the one Law- 


„ giver, 


L 
t giver, able to fave. d o 
« go mmanded us to remember His Sabbath, 
40 and it holy. He has commanded 
« every, man, on that day, as diligent] to uſe. 
, the means of getting increaſing the 
« knowledge of God, as on common days he 
* uſes v6 age and labour in his work and 
And ſuch care hath the God of all 
— and ſuch abundant proviſion 
22 that no man, who duly. 
e gbſexves this day, ſhall want any neceſſary 
* knowledge either of himſelf, of God, or the 
« way of ſalvation*,” 

Theſe ways and means of gaining the faving 
knowledg e of God, and therefore of preve 
| 7 — Si of the ſoul, are of God's ſpeci 

intment; and have been found true and 
lectual by the Bleſſed Experience of God's 
_ faithful "6g — me add ſome others, 
which particularly call for your regard, and 
may yet miſs of your attention, tho” you uſe 
the other. VEL 6 
1. You muſt apply to your ann 
inſtruct and teach you. 

Of your hearkening to the preaching of God's 
Miniſters in publick I have already ſpoken to 
vou. 'Tho' his be one way of inſtructing and 
teaching you, yet here I mean your applying to 
them in other ways and means of bringing you 
tothe knowledge of the Truth. You want 
Towing ; to whom ſhould you 89 but to 


deſtroy, hath 


'® See a very valuable Tract, intitled, An earneſt and 
« preſſing Call to kee holy the Lord's Day.” By H. 
Venn, A. M. Vicar of Huddersfield, in Ne 
. you 


your Miniſters? They are ſet a patt by divine 
intment for your ſervice every way herein. 
Lange the” Preacher was wiſe | fil taught 
the people knowledge. Eceleſ. xii. 9. Fur be 
l Prieſt's Lips aal keep knowledge, and 
| ſhould ſeek' The Libs of bis — ; for He is t 
= Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. Mal, ii. 
God promiſes his people the Bleſſing of mi 
ſterial T 1 will give yon paſtors ar- 
cording to mine ie beart, which * * Jou with” 
 tnowledge and underſtandin . 
They are to feed. you with . — 
you. At all times are they de die, in pub- 
lick, in private, as the needs of your fouls re- 
quire. This is the people's Priviledge, and this 
is the Miniſter's Duty. But are all Miniſters 
ſenſible of this? Would to God we all were; 
and were acting ſuitable- to that ſenſe ! Then 
ſurely there would nor, could not be ſo much 
Ignorance and lack of knowledge amongſt God's 
profeſſing people. But there is another 
Queſtion very neceſſary we ſhould put to our- 
ſelves. Has God no complaints of the-Ig- 
norance even of us? And is not our Ignorance 
as well as our negligence the cauſe of the de- 
ſtruction of His people? That there have been 
Times of ſuch ignorance amongſt Miniſters, 
uud of the fatal effects of it, firſt on the people, 
and then on themſelves, the following Setip. 
tures awfully remind us. All ye Beaſts of the 
Field, come to devour; yea, all ye Beaſts in the 
Here. His watchmen are blind ; they are all 
ignorant: — They are Shepherds ' that cannot 
under ſtand. Iſaiah lvi. 9. 10. 11. O my 


* People, 
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5 1 They which lead Thee cauſe Thee ta err, 
and deſtroy the way of thy paths. Ifaiah iii. 12. 
The Leaders of this Peoplt cauſed them to err 
and they that are led of them are deſtroyed. 
of Samaria. They prophefied in Baal, and 
cauſed my People to err, Jer. xxiii. 13. Be- 
hold, I am againſt them that prophecy falſe 
dreams, faith the Lord, and do tell them, and 
cauſe my People to err by their Lies and their 
Lightneſs; yet I ſent them not, nor commanded. 
them; therefore they ſhail not profit this People 
at all, ſaith the Lord. V. 32. O that we 
the preſent Shepherds of Iſrael may hear theſe 
words of the Lord; may mark theſe and 
various other like ſcriptures, and fee what 
_ dreadful Judgments, what horrible Threatnings 
are denounced againſt us, if in a ſimilar ſitua- 
tion, and may tremble for fear! What if any 
of us ſhould be Maſters in Iſrael and yet know 
not in any degree by experience the faving 
— Truths of Chriſt's Goſpel} What if, when for 
the time we ought to be teachers, able to lead 
our People on to perfection, we have need that 
one ſhould teach us even which be the firſt 
principles of the oracles of God | What if the 
People may juſtly ſay to any of us. Thou 
therefore which teacheſt another, teacheſt 
Thou not thyſelf?” What if we ſhould be 
blind leaders of the blind, will not both (O may 
this word be remarked; and may the found 
of it alarm the ſouls both of Prieſt and People 
| ſince the ſituation of the latter under the blind 
Miniſtry of the former will be no excuſe for 
| I the 


11 
their ignorance and z ſor 4 RM 
Leaders of God's people cauſe — 1 N They 
| that are led of them vil be deſtreyed. Iſaiah 
ix. 16. Nay they will, Prieſt as wellas-People, 
periſh in Jeſtrudionj will \they not BOTT 
fall into the Ditch? God grant that this Word 
may cry aloud in our cars, ee de heard in the 
moſt inmoſt receſſes of the heart. O ſuffer 
me, my dear Brethren, my Fellow. Shepherds, 
ſuffer me to remind thoſe oſ you in particular 
that have flocks of your own, over whom you 
are placed the Governors and Overſeers, what 
bleſſed opportunities ye have of n : 
inſtructing your People. And may I be 
mitted to aſk you, are you 2 r M 7 7 
Of Him it is ſaid, He ſhall: feed Jo bis fel like a 
Shepherd ; He ſhall gather the Lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his -Boſom, and ſball 
gently lead tboſe that are with young. ' Iſaiah 
xxxix, 11. Do you give Him that teſtimony 
of your Love to Him in following His ex- 
— in feeding bis Lambs, as 22 has 
expreſsly enjoined you? John xxi. 15. Them 
that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from 
the Breaſts ; dropping according to the demand 
of their tender and beedleſs age, precept upon 
precept, line upon line, here a little, and there a 
little? Is it the voice of your, lips, and the 
Language of your inmoſt' ſoul to them, come, 
«© ye children, hearken unto me, and I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord? And as to 
the advanced youths of both ſexes in your flock: 
Have you laboured to acquaint them with the 
| e of their catechiſmn ? Not merely 
5 3 
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obliging them. to ſay it over to you at one ſea- 
ſon of the year by Rote; but have you taken 

earneſt and unwearied pains to bring them to a 
thorough underſtanding of it? And can they, 
| becauſe you have been laborious in teaching 
them, give you a ſatisfactory account of your 
inſtructions therein ? Additionally to theſe can 
you. look round upon your whole flock, and 
with comfortable application to yourſelves read 
St. Paul's appeal to the Church at Epheſus); 

bow He had kept back nothing that was profitable 
to any of them, but had ſhewed them, and 
taught them publickly, and from houſe to 
| houſe, declaring to them all the counſel of 
God? Acts xx. 20. 27, O my Brethren, 
| how deeply ought we to lay to heart, how 

frequently to call to mind the ſolemn Charge 
given us when we were admitted to the Prieft- 
hood: To“ conſider with ourſelves the end 
« of our Miniſtry towards the children of God, 

* towards the ſpouſe and body of Chriſt ; and 

tt ſee that we never ceaſe our Labour, our 
« care and diligence, until we have done all 
* that lieth in us, according to our bounden 
% Duty, to bring all ſuch as are, or ſhall be , 
committed to our charge, unto that agree- 
e ment in the faith and knowledge of God, 
and to that ripeneſs and perfectueſs of age 

< in Chriſt, that there be no place left among 
“ them, either for error in religion, or for vi- 
ieee, | 


2. And here I cannot help putting in a 


Word to Parents and Mafters. 


»The Biſhop's Exhortatory Charge in the Ordination 


1 2 Parents 


found cha 
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Parents | Much of the deſtructlon tht is in 
the world through lack of knowledge will be 


rgeable on you. The proper ap- 
pointed ſeaſon for laying the n of 44 
ing knowledge in the ſoul are thoſe early years, 
in which your children are ſubject to your 
authority and teaching. If they die within 
that time ignorant and uninſtructed, their ſouls 
will wholly be required at your hands. If 


they live to years capable of iring know- 


ledge through their own induſtry and care, 
| how much of the guilt even of this negligence 
will be found lying at your doors! O then be 
awfully warned in time, you that have chil. 
dren — yet called away in their Ignorance, 
ſee to them without a moment's delay. Im- 
part to them what knowledge you have, and 
deſire the inſtructions of others more fitted and 
more able to teach them than yourſelves. O 
bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord: Train them up in the way they 
ſhould go, and when they are old, they wi 
not depart from it, 

Malters You muſt nftru# your Servants. 

Ignorance and lack of knowledge ſhe w 
themſelves in ſervants under an uncommon 
degree of ſtupidity — careleſeneſs. Of whom 
will the blood of the deſtroyed ſouls of ſervants 
þe required ! O ye maſters? The queſtion is 
aſced with plainneſs: The anſwer muſt be 
given with trembling, Are you not Prophets, 
Prieſts, and Kings in your own houſes ? Where 
is your Houſhold ? And what is the ſtate of 
their Souls? Are taught by you? Is God 


prayed 


r 
prayed to by you with them and for them ? 


Te me, how many ſouls of your ſervants 


have been ſaved by you? Or at leaſt not 
riſhed for want of your endeavours to ſave 
them? Tell me of the innumerable times you 


BY have laboured in their inftru@tion ; the variety 


of ways and means you have uſed to make 
them know themſelves and God. Have you 
no ſervants that have left your ſervice, or none 


no in it, that can blame your negle& of 


them? Have you none that will he able to 
Witneſs againſt you at the final day of accounts? 
Let theſe inquiring conſiderations find a place 
in your heart. Let them regulate your prac- 
tiſe. You are much concerned, Do you and 
your houſe reſolve-to ſerve the Lord. 
3. You that are young muſt ſeek after 
knowledge in this early Period of your Life. | 
Think how many aged ſouls are deſtroyed 
for lack of knowledge becauſe they did not ſeek 
after it in their Youth. How many ſouls have 
been ſaved by a pious education! If you ſet out 
in-Life unknowing your chriſtian path, as you 
grow in years you will wander further and 
further from it, When I ſee a young perſon 
ſeriouſly ſeeking after the Lord, and finding as 
He ſeeks Him, my ſoul feels a pleaſure that 
paſſeth all underſtanding. Methinks I ſee what 
a life of love this youth will lead through man- 
hood, and die, an old man, as God would 
have him die. For your encouragement 
reflect, That it is good for a man to bear the 
yoke in his youth ; that yoke of Chriſt which 
is eaſy, that burden which is light. What 
12 bitterneſs 


| bitterneſs will ſeize Thee at laſt if Thou liveſt 
to thyſelf in youth. Rejoice, O young man, 
* in thy youth, and let thy heatt chear Thee in 
tze days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes; 
but know Thou, that ſor all theſe things God 

will bring Thee into j ent. Remember 
| therefore now thy _creator in the days of thy 
' youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
| years draw nigh, when Thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
no pleafure in them. Remember too, for an 
example, that Jofab in the eighth year of his 
Reign, while He was yet young, began to ſeek 
| | ——— — — 

| - Freelfth year gan to purge 
= — 4 from the high places, &c. and in 
the eigbreench year of his Reign, when He had 
| 


the Land, he ſent to repair the houſe 
— Lord his God. 2. Chan wat, 1. 3. 8. 
And the Child Jeſus when He was twelve 
years old, was found in the Temple, ſitting in 
the midſt of the Doctors; both hearing them, 
and aſking them Queſtions. Luke ii. 46. 
Go and do likewiſe: Then ſhall you, who 
are ſons, be as plants grown up in their youth; 
and you, that are daughters, as corner-ſtones 
poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. 

I have two more conſiderations to offer to 
you in this caſe of ſeeking after this knowledge 
of God; and when I have oftered theſe, I ſhall 
take my leave of you; and conclude my work 
with a word or two to thoſe, who have found 
this Divine Knowledge, 

1. Conſider, what encouragement you have 

70 
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to pe «diligent in the uſe of theſe » 
means of attaining this ſaving, knowledge. 


You are at preſent without it. God would 
not have you be fo. It is His Will that you 
ſhould: know Him and his Truth. See how 
His own Word ſpeaks of Him. Vo mill haue 
all men to be faved, and ta come-trito the know- 
| ledge of the Truth. 1. Tim. ii. 4. Mark + 
the divine promiſes in the ſecond Covenant. 
They. ſhall net teach every man bis neighbour, 
and every man bis brother, | ſaying, Know the 
Lord: For all ſhall. know Me, from the leaft to 
the greateſt. Heb. viii. 11. 4n that day ſtall 
the deaf bear the words of the Boo; and the 
eyes M the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity and out 
of darkneſs. Iaiah xxix. 18. They 2 
in ſpirit ſball come to underſtanding; and they 
that murmured ſhall learn doctrine. V. 24. 
I will bring the blind by a way they knew not; 
T1 -4avill lead them in paths that they have not 
known; I will make "inks Light before 
them, and crooked things ſtraight. Theſe things 
will I do unto them, and not forſake then, 
 Uaiah, xlii. 16. Then ſhall we know if «ve 
follow on to know the Lord, Hol. vi. 3. Turn 
you at my reproof ; behold, I will pour out my 
ſpirit unto you ; 1 will make known my words ' 
unto you. Prov. i. 23, Would you be a 
Chriſtian in knowledge? Plead theſe Scripture- 
| promiſes, They are all yea and amen; the 
promiſes of Him, who is faithful; confirmed 
by the Word and oath of God. See Hel vi. 
12.—18. 
Tho you vu poor and unlearned, you muſt 


learn 
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learn this faving knowledge; 224 you need 
not deſpair of nining it. You may, per- 
haps, be © led to imagine, That you can never 
artive at it, and that God will not require it. 
Be not ſo deceived. There is but one ſaving. 
Knowledge, and you will affuredly find, if 
you ſeek. I myſelf am acquainted with many 
illiterate people in the lower ſtations of 
that are richly gifted with Divine Know- 
— and ſhew it not only with their heads 
and tongues, but the influence of it in their 
hearts, and the pra ctiſe of it in their lives, 
Therefore be not diſcouraged. But take with 
5 theſe Scriptures- Tue poor have the 
Goſpel prea ched unto them: Mat. xi. 5. Hearken, 
my beloved Brethren ; Hath not God choſen the 
poor of this world, rich in faith, and beirs of 
the kingdom, which He bath promiſed to them 
that love Him? James ii. . b 

2. Let all of every age ſeek for Divine 

Knowledge now, leaſt hereafter your ſouls ex- 

tence God's tremendous threatnings and 

Judgments. Mark theſe threatnings of God: 

Then ſhall they call upon Me, but I will nor 
anſwer ; They ſhall ſeek Me early, but they ſhall _ 

not. find Me ; for that they bated knowledge. 

Prov. i. 28. 29. Becauſe Thou baſt rejected 

knowledge, I will alſo reject Thee, Hol. iv. 6. 

If theſe threatnings do not rouze Thee before 

they are executed upon Thee, O how wilt 

Thou lament thy poor ſoul, and mourn af laſt 

when thy fleſh and thy body are conſumed, and 

| ſay, How have I hated inſtruction, and my heart 

i deſpiſed reproof ! and have not obeyed the 2 

. | | . | | YT. 
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y Trachers, nor inclined mine ear to them + 
has 9 Me ! Prov. v. 11, 18-136" 
Oh then, work to day; while it is called to 
day! call upon God while He 1s near, ſeek 
Him while He is to be found ; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom 
in n the gy ave, wht ther Thou goeſt, Eccleſ. ix. 
t is appointed unto Thee once to die; 
whe after chis the Judgment. And to what a 
tremendous Judgment will the grave deliver 
up thy poor ſoul! Oh, read it aloud. Mhen 
the Lord Teſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire taking | 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that : 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt : 
2 hall be pimiſbed with everlaſiing deſtruction 
from the lie of rhe Lord, and from the 
glory of his Power, 2. Theſl: i. +. 0 Os. 
You may be crying, © Mercy; Mercy for 
poor ignorant people.” But there is none. 
Vou were wilfully ignorant; and God has no 
mercy for ſuch. He has Himſelf declared fo, 
I is a people of no underſtanding. What is the 
conſequence of this? Therefore He that made 
them will not have mercy on them; and Ee that . 
formed them will ſhew them no favour, Iſaiah 
kxxvii. 11. As you did not know God here, 
He will not know you hereafter, As you 
Gifliked to have God in your knowledge upon 
earth, He will diſlike to have you in his pre- 
ſence in heaven. I never knew you ; verily 1 
Jay unto you, I know you nt; will be the 
eternal anſwer of your unknown God. De- 
part from Me, ye that Work eniquity, Depart 
K from 
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from Me, ye curſed,” into everlaſting Fire, pre- 

pared for the Devil and bis Angels, Oh my 
dear Friends; for God's fake, for your ſouls 
ſalvation lake, for JESUS's ſake, think of 
poor loſt Negotius®, : 

If now, after theſe ways and means are ap- 
pointed for, and freely offered to you ; after 

theſe encouragements and invitations on the 
one hand, and theſe warnings and threatnings 
on the other, you will continue to live and 
die ignorant, and your ſoul is deſtroyed for 
lack of knowledge, I can only join in an hearty. 
approbation of thoſe awful ſentences ; If any be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant, 1. Cor. xiv. 38. 
He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and 
be which 15 . let bim be Ally Hill. Rev. 
xxii. 11. 

Laſtly: Let me ſpeak a word or two of 
advice and dit ection to thoſe, who have at- 
' tained this knowledge. Hear my Words, O ye 
abiſe men; and give ear unto Me, ye that bave 
knowledge. Job. xxxiv. 2, To you. it is 
given to know the myſtery of the kingdom of 
God, the great myſtery of Godlinels. 

1. You will, in an eſpecial manner remem- 
ber St. Paul's obſervation, and beware. Know- 
ledge pufferh up, but charity edi eth. 1. Cor. 
viti. 1. See that your knowing ſo much as 
you do, doth not exalt you too much in your 
own eyes; and make you, in the end, con- 
temptible in the eyes of others, and of God. 
Love to God and ycur neighbour will be the 
beſt proofs of your knowledge ; and edify you 


See Pag. 23.26. and 36. 37. CO 
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in God's faith, and fear, and "Foe Charity : 


vauntelÞ not 3.40 7s not puffed up. 1. Cor. 
xili. en aſking yourſelves, Who 
— you to differ from others? And, what 
have you which you did not receive? You 
will not therefore be proudly lording it over 
others, whom you ſee ignorant around you: 
But you will pity their caſe, not upbraid them ; 
tell them the miſery of it, perſuade them to 
ſeek after knowledge by ſhewing them the ne- 
 ceflity of being ſavingly poſſeſſed of it. You 
will alſo frequently be looking back on your- 
ſelves, as ſometime darkneſs; acknowledging 
your own former ignorance, ſaying to God, 
So fookſh was J, and ignorant; I was as a 
| Beaſt before T bee Pl. lxxiii. 22. Neither will 
you be contending with, or ſtriving to out- do 
each other, in a ſpirit of ſelf. Let nothing be 
done through ſtrife or vain-glory ; but in louli- 
neſs of mind let each eſteem other better than 
themſelves. Phil. ii. 3. If the Lord has given 
you wiſdom and knowledge, bleſs Him for it. 
Would you ſhew it? You ought. But in 
what manner? St. James tells you. Who 
is a wiſe man, and endued with knowledge 
amongſt you ? Let him ſhew out of a good con- 
verſation his works with meekneſs of wiſdom: 
But if ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your 
bearts, glory not, and lie not againſt the truth. 
This wiſdom deſeendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſp. For where envying 
and ſirife is, there is confufion, and every evil 
work, But the wiſdom that is from above ts fir/t 
Fre, then peactable, gentle, and eaſy to be 
Wo © in- 


„ 


T a 
intreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without bypocriſy. Chap. il, 


V. 13,—17, This ſcripture is full to the purpoſe 
and comprehenſive, Think how ſuperior the 


the ęxercife of Love is to the gift of knowledge. 
Hear st. Paul. Though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries and all 


#nowledge ; and though I have all faith, ſo that 


I could remove mountains, and have not charity, 
J am nothing. 1. Cor. xiii. 2, Hear alſo 
St. Peter. Giving all diligence, add to your 
knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, 


patience; and to patience, godlineſs ; and to 


godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs ; and to brotherly- 
kindneſs, charity. For if theſe things be in 
you, and abound, They make you that ye ſhall 
neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the knows- 


7, ledge of our Lord Tefus Chri/t, 2. Pet. i. 5.—8. 


2. Be cautious, leſt you fall again into a 


courſe of, and under the dominion of ſin, 


faſhioning yourſelves according to the former 
Luſts, in your ignorance, now that you know 


better. Hear what St. Peter faith. F after they 


have eſcaped the pollutions of the world through + 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour TFeſus 
Cbriſt, © they are again entangled therein and 
overcome, the latter end will be worſe with them 
than the beginning. For it had been better jor 


. them not to bave known the way of righteouſneſs, 


than after they have known it, to turn from the 
boly commandment delivered unto them. 2. Pet, 
Ji. 20. 21. e ee 


3. Be continually increaſing in knowledge. 
Think (for it is indeed the Trath of your caſe) 


that 
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that you are always ignorant, and lack of know- 
| ledge ; and defire to gain more and more 
continually. Grow in grace, and in the knows 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 
2. Pet. iii, 18. For God giveth wiſdom unto 


the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know un- 
derftanding. Dan. ii. 2 1. 


I have now; in concluſion, caly to tell you; 


| as St. Paul tells the Epheſians; That I ceaſe 


not to give Thanks for you, making mention of 
you in my prayers ; intreating that the God of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you more and more of the ſpirit of 
coiſdom and revelation, in the knowledge of Him; 
The eyes of your underſtanding being enſi gbtened; 
that ye may know what is the hope of his Calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the ſaints, and what 1s the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power to us-ward who believe, Chap. 1 


Fe e Ort en Ho tells: the Oulaliiw: 


Moe do not ceaſe to pray for you, and to defire that 
ye might be filled with the knowledge of bis Will, 
in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; that 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſ- 
wy being fruitful in every good work, and 
increaſing in the knowleage of God, Chap. i 
V. 9. 10. And then, the we here know Gut 
in part, «when that wohich is perfect is come, 
that which is in part ſhall be done away : 
Tho' now we ſee through a glaſs darkly.; yet 
then face to face: Now we know in part; but 
then ſhall we know even as alſo we are known, 
1. Cor, xiii. 9, 10. 12. 
| PRAYERS 


that he ſhould be converted and live; have 


our Lord. Amen. 


TJ 
PRAYERS called from the Ling the 
Church of England, 9 — 


Merciful God, who haſt made all oa 
and hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made; 
nor wouldeſt the death of a ſinner, but rather 


mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Hereticks : (all ignorant, unconverted  fauners 9 
take from them all ignorance, hardneſs of 


heart, and contempt of thy word; and fo 


lead them in the knowledge and obedience of 
thy word, that they may both perceive and 


| know what things they es to do, and alſo 


may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
the ſame, Lighten our darkneſs, we beſeech 
Thee, O Lord; and from all blindneſs of 
heart, good Lord, deliver us. And do Thou, 
who ſheweſt to them that be in error the 
light of thy Truth, to the intent that they 
may return into the way of righteouſneſs ; for- 
give us all our fins, negligences, and ig- 
norances; and give us grace to caſt away the 
works of darkneſs, and to put upon us the 
armour of light. Thou, Fountain of wiſdom, 
and whom truly to know is everlaſting Life, 
grant us perfectly to know thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt to be the way, the Truth, and the 
Liſe: Grant us in this world knowledge of thy 


Truth, and in the world to come Life ever- 


laſting, through the ſame thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 


Almighty 


1 

Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who haſt purchaſed to thyſelf an uni- 
verſa} church by the precious Blood of thy 
dear Son ; and haſt built it upon the foundation 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf being the chiet corner-ſtone; we 
eſpecially pray for the good eſtate thereof; and 
beſeech Thee mercifully to look upon the 
ſame. Do Thou, by whoſe ſpirit the whole 
body of thy church is governed and ſanctified, 
| inſpire it continually with the ſpirit of Truth; 
and caſt thy bright Beams of Light upon it. 
We beſeech Thee, as by thy Divine Provi- 
dence, Thou haſt appointed divers Orders in 
thy church, to give thy grace to all thoſe who 
are called to any office and adminiitration in 
the ſame, that every member of thy church 


IF may truly and godly ſerve Thee. Illuminate 


all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, with true 
knowledge and underſtanding of thy holy 
Word: and ſo repleniſh them with the Truth 
of thy doctrine, and endue them with inno- 
cency of Life, that both by their life and 
_ doctrine, both by their preaching and living, 
in ſetting forth thy true and lively word, and 
ſhewing it accordingly, they may ſet forth thy 
glory, and ſet forward the falvation of all men. 
Let thy continually pity cleanſe and defend thy 
church; and from all falſe doctrine, good 
Lord, deliver it. Grant, that it being alway 
preſerved from falſe Apoſtles, may be ordered 
and guided by faithful and true Paſtors. Make, 
we beſeech, all Biſhops and Paſtors diligently 


to 


4 
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. 
to preach thy holy Word; and the people 
obediently to follow the ſame, and ſo to fol- 
low their doctrine, that they may truly repent 


according to their preaching, the hearts of the 


diſobedient being turned by them to the wiſ- 
dom of the juſt. Give us grace, that being 
notlike children carried away with every blaſt 3 
of vain doctrine, we may be eſtabliſhed in the 
Truth of thy holy Goſpel; and may it pleaſe 
Thee, that by the wholeſome medicines of 
the doctrine delivered by them, all the diſeaſes 
of our ſouls may be healed. {6 FO” 
We beſeech Thee to hear us, good Lord; 
that it may pleaſe Thee to bring into the 
way of Truth all ſuch as have erred, and are 
deceived; that all thoſe who profeſs and call 
themſelves Chriſtians may be led into the way 
of Truth; and alſo that thy ways may be 
known upon earth, thy ſaving health unto all 
nations.” O Lord, mercifully look upon, and 


ſave thy people: and ſo fetch them home to 


thy flock, that they may be ſaved among the 
remnant of the true Iſraelites, and be made 
ene fold under one Shepherd. Finally, we 
beſeech Thee to rule and govern thy Holy 


Church univerſal in the right way; that it be- 


ing enlightened and inſtructed by the heavenly 
doctrines of thy Evangeliſts, may ſo walk in 
the light of thy Truth, that it may at length 
attain to the light of everlaſting Life through | 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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Lraighty and everlaſting God, 10 | 
Father, we, who have been drove 

out of darkneſs and error into the clear Light 
and knowledge of Thee and of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, give Thee humble Thanks, that 
thou have vouchſafed to call us to the  know- 
ledge of thy grace and faith in Thee. Increaſe 
this knowledge and confirm this faith in us 
evermore. May thy peace, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, keep our hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and Love of Thee, and of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. And, as in the knowledge 
of thee ſtandeth our eternal Life, mercifully 
grant, That we, which know Thee now by 
faith, may after this Life have the fruition of 


thy glorious Godhead, through the ſame thy 
Son . Chriſt our Lord. ge | | 


F 
quad mighty Lond, art God FREY 5 
A Kind of Majeſty unknown; 


And all thy dazling Glories rife 
yond the Reach of Angels Eyes, 


Yet through this Earth thy. Works proclaim 

Some Notice of thy reverend Name ; 

And, where thy gracious Goſpel ſhines, 
We rad it in the faireſt Lines. 


But O! how 955 of Adam's Race 
Have learn'd thy Nature and thy Grace! 
While Thouſands, ev'n in Lands ot Light, 
Are buried in — Night. 


Je 
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They tread thy Courts, thy Word they * 
And to thy ſolemn Rites draw _—_ 50 
Yet, tho' Salvation ſeems ſo ni 
Becauſe they know not God, yr. die. 


Shine, mighty God, with Brightneſs ſhine, " 
On this benighted Heart of mine : 25 
O, dart on all, not me alone, 

Celeſtial Beamings from thy Throne. 


Our Souls, reviv'd by Heav'n- born Day, 
Thy radiant Image ſhall diſplay ; 

While all our Faculties unite 

To erer the Lord, who gives us Light, 


II. 


ESUS, mine Advocate above, 
Make known the Wonders of thy Love. 


Enable with perpetual Light 
The Dulneſs © of our blinded Sight. 


Thou ſeeſt the Mind, when loſt it lies 
In Shades of Ignorance and Vice. 
Bury'd in Shadown of the Night | 
We lie, *till CHRIST reſtores the Sight; 


WISDOM, deſcend to heal the Blind, 
And chaſe the Darkneſs of the Mind. 
O, dart from Heaven a lively Ray, 


And change our . into Day. 


Thy ſacred Book we would ſurvey, 
Enlightened with that heavenly Day ; 
And aſk thy Spirit, with the Word, 
To teach our Souls to know the Lord, 


My Mind enlighten with thy Light, 

That I may underſtand aright - | 

Thy glorious Goſpel's Myſtery, 

Which ſhews the Ic to Heaven and Thee. 


Poor 
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Poor helpleſs Worms in Thee poſſeſs 
Grace, Wiſdom, Pow'r- and een 
Thou art our mighty All; may we 
Give our whole 1 O Lord, to Thee. 


A 


H heavy is the Night; i 

That hangs, upon our Be, 

Till CHRIST with his reviving Light, 
Over our Souls ariſe ! 


His ſhining Grace can Ks” 
This Dungeon where I Shelf 
*Tis Paradiſe when He is here; 
IF He departs, tis Hell. 


| j 65.9 
The Pow'rs of Hell agree 
To hold our Souls in vain; 
Fe ſets the Sons of Bondage fre, 
And breaks the curſed Chain. 


We lift our Hearts to Thee, 

O Day-Star from on high; 

The Sun itſelf is but thy Shade, | 
Yet chears both Earth and Sky., 


Fair r Morning: Star, e 
| With living Glories bright ; 
And pour on theſe awakening Eyes 


A Flood of facred Light. 


O let thy orient Beams 

The Night of Sin diſperſe ! 
The Miſts of Ignorance and Vice 
Which ſhade the Univerſe! 


The horrid Gloom is fled, 
Pierc'd by thy beauteous Ray ; 
Shine; and our wand'ring F ootſteps lead 
To everlaſting Day. 


C 76 4. 
HYMN im. 


JESUS, the all-atonin Lamb, 
Lover of loſt Mankind, 
Salvation in whoſe only Name 
A ſinful World can find. 


Long have we fat beneath the SE 
of thy Salvation, Lord; 


7 


| But ſtill how weak our Faith is found, 


And Knowledge of thy Word! 


O Sun of Rig hteouſneſs, ariſe 


With e g in Wing! 
To my benighted, blinded Eyes 
Light and Salvation bring. 


Fountain of Light, to Thee I lift 


Theſe blind, theſe darken'd Eyes: 2 
O let me now receive that Gift, 5 
My Soul without 1 it dies. 


O give our Souls to hear and know 

__ The Goſpel's joyful Sound: 

Let Peace attend the Path: we go, 
And light our Steps furround. 

Unſeal the Volume of thy Grace; 
Apply the Goſpel- Word 

Open our Eyes to ſee thy Face, 
Tour Hearts to know 'Thee, Lord. 


All that Thou doſt on Earth beſtow 
Of Heaven vouchſafe to give: 

Give us, O Lord, thyſelf to know, 
In Thee to walk and live. 5 


Shew our forgetful Feet the Way 


That leads to joys on high; 


Where Knowledge grows without Decay, 
And Love ſhall never die. 


Sor: DEO 6 


